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MALIBU�TEACHER�CHARGED
MALIBU TEACHER CHARGED IN MOLESTATION CASE

MALIBU—As parents and
school officials deal with
the aftermath of the arrest
of Lincoln Middle School
teacher Thomas Arthur
Beltran on charges of
molesting five girls at the
school, the Los Angeles
District Attorney’s Office
announced on Tuesday
that Beltran is being
charged with 14 counts,
including 8 counts of lewd
acts on a child.

Beltran was arraigned
Tuesday afternoon in
Malibu. He pleaded not
guilty to the charges.

Deputy District Attorney
Robin Sax Katzenstein,
who is assigned to the
case, told the court she
had videotape showing
Beltran molesting a girl in
his classroom.

Judge Keith Schwartz
raised Beltran’s bail to
$3.3 million at the prose-
cutor’s request. If convict-
ed, Beltran, who is 60,
faces up to life in prison,
according to the District
Attorney’s Office. 

With media trucks and
crews filming, Santa

Monica-Malibu Unified
School District officials
sought Monday to bring
reassurance to hundreds
of parents regarding the
arrest of one of their
teachers. Parents were
beside themselves with
both fear and disgust.

Parents, who learned
only hours before the
meeting of the weekend
arrest of Beltran, nearly
filled the 500-seat audito-
rium to hear Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified
School District, law
enforcement and the
Santa Monica school’s
officials outline the facts
and offer support to stu-
dents and parents who
were grappling with the
idea of an alleged
pedophile in their midst. 

“We are in a state of
shock, dismay and confu-
sion but we wanted to give
you this information,”
said Lincoln school prin-
cipal Tristan Komlos,
referring to staff. “We
want to come together as
stakeholders in the
Lincoln Middle School

community to best sup-
port our students and
each other in this difficult
situation.” But parents
remained stoic and con-
fused about what had
actually been known and
when. 

The suspect, Beltran,
who is married and teach-
es English as a second lan-
guage and has worked at
Lincoln for two decades,
was arrested on Saturday
on suspicion of sexually
molesting five female stu-
dents at the school.
According to the District
Attorney’s Office, Santa
Monica Police arrested
Beltran on Saturday, a day
after they said a 12-year-
old female Lincoln Middle
School student reported
the alleged abuse to her
parents. Four additional
girls made similar allega-
tions, investigators said.
One of the alleged victims
told authorities she had
been molested for more
than a year, police said.
Detectives believe there
are more victims. 

Beltran was booked at

the Santa Monica jail and
held on statutory $1.1
million bail, said Santa
Monica Police Lieutenant
Darrell Lowe in a state-
ment. Thanking parents
for their trust, Komlos
said the majority of stu-
dents attended school
Monday. While maintain-
ing that the district’s goal
was “retaining a sense of
normalcy,” Komlos, per-
haps referring to a similar
case in the Los Angeles
Unified School District,
said, “Student safety is
our highest priority. We
take the allegations very
seriously.” 

Supporting Komlos’s
official reassurance, dis-
trict superintendent
Dianne Talarico said all
credentialed employees of
the school district are
required by law to report
suspected child abuse to
Child Protective Services.
The district wants to have
nationally certified child
predator safety educator
Pattie Fitzgerald, who
headed a child safety
workshop in Malibu last

September, work with stu-
dents and staff, Talarico
added. 

Komlos outlined steps
the school has taken to
deal with the crisis,
including having coun-
selors on campus “as long
as they are needed to
assist staff and students.”
Her letters to parents

include warning signs of
trauma and mental health
services offered in Santa
Monica. 

Parents had questions
about how things will be
handled in the future.
Matthews said that in
regards to reporting pro-
cedures, the parents were
assured that disciplinary

issues are first brought to
the principal. Then the
principal investigates the
complaint, responds to
the complainant, and
takes action. If the com-
plainant is not satisfied,
the matter can be taken to
the state Board of
Education, Matthews said.
Matthews added, “We

know true learning can-
not occur unless a student
feels safe,” 

Anyone with informa-
tion on the investigation
is urged to call the Santa
Monica Police
Department Tip Line,
310.458.8449, or anony-
mous tip hotline
800.78.CRIME (27463).

By Tommy Garrett

FRANK SINATRA TO BE IMMORTALIZED ON STAMP
By Tommy Garrett

BEVERLY HILLS—Good
news for Beverly Hills
residents. The longtime
beloved singer, actor,
director and producer,
Frank Sinatra, will be
honored by the U.S.
Postal Service. Sinatra,
who spent his last years
in Beverly Hills, will be
honored with his very
own stamp. Sinatra was a
very generous citizen in
Beverly Hills, constantly
giving to charities local-
ly, as well as around the
world. A stamp honoring
Frank Sinatra goes on
sale next week.

First-day-of-sale cere-
monies for the 42-cent
stamp will be held
Tuesday at three loca-
tions familiar to the
famed singer and actor.
The price of a first-class
stamp goes up a penny to
42 cents on Monday.

The first ceremony for
the performer, often
known as the “Chairman
of the Board,” will be
hosted by the post office’s
own chairman of the
Board of Governors, Alan
Kessler.

“Frank Sinatra was our
nation’s first modern
entertainment super-
star,” Kessler said in a
statement. “He had looks
and charm, talent and
skill, creativity, tenacity

and style.” 
Joining Kessler at the

10 a.m. EDT ceremony at
Gotham Hall in New York
will be Sinatra’s daughter
Nancy and son, Frank
Sinatra Jr., as well as Rep.
Jose E. Serrano, D-N.Y.
Serrano has said he
learned English by listen-
ing to Sinatra records.

Two other ceremonies
will be held at 3 p.m.

EDT. In Las Vegas, Tina
Sinatra, another daugh-
ter, will join Postal
Service Governor James
Bilbray in dedicating the
stamp at the Bellagio
fountain’s main alcove on
Las Vegas Boulevard.

And Frank Sinatra Jr.
will join Rep. Albio Sires,
D-N.J., in a ceremony in
Hoboken, N.J., Sinatra’s
hometown. The event

will take place at Pier A
Park at 1st Street and
Frank Sinatra Drive.

Though no events are
planned currently in the
city of Beverly Hills,
which was Sinatra’s
home for decades, resi-
dents of the city will
enjoy the same pride as
his family and fans, that
this great man has
received such an honor.

CITY COUNCIL CLOSE TO APPROVING NEW BUILDING PROJECT
BEVERLY HILLS—
Residents in the city of
Beverly Hills are not
happy about the city
council’s expected plans
to approve a new building
project near The Beverly
Hilton Hotel.  The new
project has been under
review by the city council
for more than two years.
The building project is
being developed by Oasis
West Realty LLC.  They
hope to bring new life to
the area near Wilshire
and Santa Monica Blvd.
The project will include
the building of new con-
dominiums, a Waldorf =
Astoria, gardens and a
newly revitalized Beverly
Hilton Hotel.  

According to a press
release that was released
by Cheryl Friedling on
Wednesday, April 30,
2008 it indicated: “If
approved and developed,
a revitalized Beverly
Hilton, Waldorf = Astoria
and luxury condomini-

ums will provide the city
with approximately $728
million over a 30-year
period.”  That is a sub-
stantial amount of money
for the city of Beverly
Hills.  The city council is
expected to have their
last meeting regarding
the project on Tuesday,
May 6, 2008 where they
will hear further informa-
tion and concerns about
the revitalization plan. 

Not everyone is happy
about the new building
development.  Many resi-
dents are concerned that
the new project will cause
more traffic congestion
in the already busy area.
The proposal was first
brought to the city coun-
cil’s attention in June
2006, according to the
press release.  Since then,
close to 16 public meet-
ings have taken place
where residents have
voiced their opinions
regarding the project.
More than $1.66 million

will go to the Beverly
Hills Unified School
District, Friedling said.
That money is expected to
be used for upgrades to

the El Rodeo School,
which is expected to be
affected the most by the
new development project.
Oasis West Realty will

contribute more than
$10.2 million in revenues
to the city, including a
hotel room tax, business
and sales tax and a cash

contribution.  If the proj-
ect is approved, work is
expected to begin in the
near future.

By LaDale Anderson
I N S I DI N S I D EE

The imagined future of the Beverly Hilton. Photo courtesy of gwathmey-siegel.com

Frank Sinatra’s new postage stamp. Photo courtesy of usps.com.
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GOVERNOR SCHWARZENEGGER GROUNDED
By Dianique Ashley

SANTA MONICA—A ban
issued on large jets arriv-
ing and departing from
Santa Monica Airport
may reach to the gover-
nor. Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s fre-
quent commutes between
his Los Angeles home and
our nation’s capitol may
soon be coming to an
end. 

Not even the governor is
exempt when it comes to
flight limitations. On
March 25, the city of
Santa Monica voted on
the ban of large jet planes
at the Santa Monica
Municipal Airport. 

Although the ban has
been set in place for
almost two months now,
it doesn’t seem to be of
any avail. The governor’s
jet, as well as other
planes, still continues to
make the airport a con-
stant detour.  Because the
ban has not exactly been
taken into consideration,
the city has decided to
take the problem to a fed-
eral judge to handle. The
hearing is scheduled for
May 15. 

Bobby Shriver,
Schwarzenegger’s broth-
er-in-law, is coincidently
one of Santa Monica’s
councilmen. He strongly
agreed in the unanimous
vote to ban the jet planes

and bring it to the court,
stating in a report, “These
guys aren’t listening so
we have to lift the conver-
sation to a different
level.” 

Well aware of the strain
that jets have on commu-
nities and on the environ-
ment with regards to CO2

emissions, the governor
has stated that he will be
taking action to address
these issues. From the
dates of January ‘07
onward, Schwarzenegger
has stated that he will be
calculating the amount of
CO2 emissions affecting
the atmosphere due to his

planes. Also, he has taken
the proactive approach by
teaming up with Pacific
Forest Trust to “offset his
carbon footprint” and to
keep his travels carbon
neutral. 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger may be affected by a Santa Monica airport ban
on large jet usage. What a commute ahead!


