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HOLLYWOOD MURDERER IN CUSTODY
HOLLYWOOD—A man
turned himself into
Arizona officials on
Thursday for the alleged
murder of a Hollywood
businesswoman on
September 3, 2007.

Frank Signoff, 54,
claims to be responsible
for the alleged murder
of Rosa Marco, a
Hollywood business-
woman. 

The incident took
place on the 5700 block
of West Sunset
Boulevard. According to
the LAPD, Marco, a 57-
year-old woman, was
brutally killed when her
fortune-telling store
was fire bombed on
September 3 of last
year. 

After the horrific
crime, Signoff left the

state of California and
relocated to Phoenix,
Arizona. Just last week
the alleged suspect was
seen around Melrose
and Western Avenues. 

Signoff turned himself
over to Arizona officials
of the Maricopa County
Sheriff’s facility on
Monday night, waiving
his extradition, accord-
ing to police in Phoenix. 

LAPD Detective Mike
Oppelt states that
Signoff is still in cus-
tody in Arizona, await-
ing his return to the
Southland. 

The motive of the
crime, according to
police, “was related to
an ongoing feud
between two families in
the Hollywood Gypsy
community.”

By Dianique Ashley

MALIPALOOZA - ROUND TWO
By Susie Kopecky

MALIBU—The second
annual Malipalooza is
just around the corner.
Malibu’s Parks and
Recreation Department is
seeking out new talent
for its summer kick-off
event. 

The musical celebration
is set to take place on
Sunday, June 22, 2008.
The event is scheduled to
begin at noon, and to end
at about 8:30 p.m. of the
same day. It will take
place at Malibu Bluffs
Park, at the multi-pur-
pose field. 

The event has its own
website, located at mali-
palooza.com. The site
describes the event as
“...a family friendly music
and arts festival featuring
local Malibu musicians,
singers, bands and
artists. Now in its second
year, malipalooza ‘08
truly is a family event!
Overlooking the Pacific
Ocean at the city’s spec-
tacular bluffs park.”  

Amy Crittenden, who is
working hard to organize
the upcoming event,
describes "Three major
areas of focus" for
Malipalooza, to include
the goals to "highlight
local bands and artists, to
bring the community
together and to raise

money this year for the
new playground at
Malibu Bluffs Park."

Crittenden also noted
that there will be an orbi-
tron at the fest, and a
surfboard ride geared
towards adults. Various
food vendors and non-
profits are also scheduled
to have booths set up.
She also noted that the
date of June 22 was cho-
sen specifically to mark
the beginning of summer
for residents, and the end
of the school year.
Malipalooza is being set
up for the whole family to
enjoy, and there will be
no entrance fee.

The date for bands to
sign up, however, is
approaching rapidly. The

last day that bands may
sign up is Wednesday,
May 14, 2008. On the
Malibu city website, indi-
viduals and bands inter-
ested in performing at
Malipalooza can contact
the event’s planners in a
number of ways, includ-
ing by email (acritten-
den@ci .mal ibu.ca .us)
and by phone at (310)
456-2489, extension 337.
Interested applicants
may also go to the Malibu
website, download the
application form, and
mail it to Amy Crittenden
(Attn: Malipalooza) at
23815 Stuart Ranch Rd.
Malibu, CA 90265. 

The application form
asks musicians to distin-
guish themselves as

belonging to a band
(deemed a group consist-
ing of more than three
people), a trio, a duo, or a
single act. Applicants are
also asked for a way in
which their music can be
accessed, whether
through such mediums
as a MySpace page, a
demo CD, or a recorded
sample of the music. 

A press release for last
year’s first annual
Malipalooza described
the event as “the City of
Malibu’s new annual fes-
tival that combines civic
spirit, family fun, envi-
ronmental values and
philanthropy to celebrate
the end of the school year
and the start of summer.”

SILVER LAKE RESERVOIR TO BE FILLED AGAIN
By Tommy Garrett

H O L LY W O O D — T h e
Silver Lake reservoir,
the century-old neigh-
borhood landmark
drained earlier this
year, started to look like
its old self again today.

This morning, the
reservoir got its first
drink in months when
officials turned on the
water to start the 20-
day process of refilling
its 600-million-gallon
clay-based shell. 

The emptying of the
reservoir began earlier
this year in January.
Water officials said the
action was necessary to
eliminate contamina-
tion by bromate, a car-
cinogen formed by the
interaction of sunlight,
chlorine, and natural
bromides in groundwa-
ter.

Workers had spent

the last few weeks
cleaning the clay shell
of debris and other
matter from within the
reservoir.

The empty reservoir
revealed hundreds of
golf balls, articles of
clothing and even a
wedding ring, a simple
and plain gold band,
which is now being
worn by one of the biol-
ogists who helps main-
tain the water. 

Los Angeles
Department of Water
and Power spokes-
woman Terry Schneider
said in a statement to
the press, “the goal is
to replenish the basin
for the summer
demand of drinking
water.” This week, Los
Angeles city council
members Eric Garcetti

and Tom LaBonge and
DWP General Manager
David Nahai gathered
around the reservoir as
water spewed from a
pipe inside a tower.

The reservoir holds
drinking water for the
central and southern
parts of the city. Silver
Lake is one of three
working reservoirs in
the city of Los Angeles.
The others, Elysian and
Ivanhoe, are nearby.
Together they serve
650,000 people a day,
said Steven Cole, water
quality and operations
engineer for the DWP.

The Silver Lake
Reservoir was last
drained about 20 years
ago, DWP officials said.
Before that, it was emp-
tied in 1950 so that its
sides could be re-sloped
and paved to prevent

vegetation from grow-
ing next to the water. 

In the 1970s, officials
considered abandoning
and filling in the reser-
voir or replacing it with
water tanks. But after
much discussion, the
Silver Lake reservoir
survived.

Now, the DWP is ask-
ing city officials and
residents what they
think should be done
with the reservoirs.
There are only a few
cities which still have
uncovered reservoirs.
With construction
underway on enclosed
tanks for drinking
water, some have pro-
posed converting the
Silver Lake and neigh-
boring Ivanhoe reser-
voirs into a recreation
area similar to the lake
in Echo Park.

The official logo of Malipalooza 2008. Photo courtesy of malipalooza.com.

MALIBU CITY COUNCIL VOTES ON BANNING PLASTIC BAGS
MALIBU—On Monday,
the City Council will
consider a proposal to
ban the use of non-
decomposable plastic
bags at grocery stores
and other businesses, as
well as at city events. All
five council members
are already on record
supporting the legisla-
tion, so passage is easily
expected to go through.

John Sibert, who was
the former Planning
Commissioner, brought
the idea for the ban to
the council’s attention
during a meeting last
fall, before he
announced his candida-
cy for council. 

Jennifer Voccola, the
Malibu Environmental
Programs Coordinator
wrote the staff report for
the proposed ordinance.

“Empty plastic bags,
due to their lightweight
and inflatable character-
istics, are often wind-
blown and pollute the
local creeks, ocean and
storm drain system,”
Voccola wrote. “They
entangle in landscaping
(including trees and
coastal brush), litter
parks and beaches, and
are unsightly along
roads’ rights-of-way.”

Voccola also wrote that
plastic bags are prob-
lematic because they
smother and prevent
growth of vegetation,
and birds and aquatic
animals mistake them
for food, risking suffoca-
tion while trying to con-

sume them. So far, there
are no opponents to the
ban. 

After conducting an
initial study for the pro-
posal last year, the city
received letters of
encouragement from
the State Department of
Parks and Recreation
and the environmental
organization Heal the
Bay, which also wants
the city to require retail-
ers to charge a fee for
the use of paper bags.
There are some who dis-
agree with the added fee,
calling it a new tax. 

State Assembly Bill
2449, which was passed
last year, requires cer-
tain stores to offer recy-
cling programs for its
plastic bags. But it also
prohibited charging fees
for the use of plastic
bags. Voccola said the
city is still looking into
how this would affect
charging a fee for paper
bags. 

The proposal only bans
non-decomposable plas-
tic bags, which is what
most retailers use. The
council has the option
to extend the prohibi-
tion to decomposable
bags as well. Voccola
made no recommenda-
tion on this issue,
although she wrote that
non-decomposable bags
need a properly main-
tained compost facility
to biodegrade, some-
thing that does not exist
in the area. 

If this measure is

approved, the ordinance
would go into effect in
six months, affecting
grocery stores, food ven-
dors, restaurants, phar-
macies and city facili-
ties. After a year, it
would apply to all other
retailers and vendors. 

Other issues on the
table Monday will
include making appoint-
ments to various com-
missions. Each council
member appoints one
person to the four com-
missions: Parks and
Recreation, Planning,
Public Safety and Public
Works. The Mobilehome
Park Rent Stabilization
Commission rarely
meets, and the city staff
has recommended the
council votes to keep
the commission with its
current members. The
council will make
appointments to the
Harry Barovsky
Memorial Youth
Commission in June.

Newly elected council
persons Jefferson “Zuma
Jay” Wagner and Sibert
will be making their
first appointments.
Those commissioners
serving under Conley
Ulich, who was reelected
last month, could be
reappointed for a second
term, or could be passed
over for new people. The
appointees of Mayor Pro
Tem Andy Stern and
Councilmember Sharon
Barovsky keep their
posts until 2010. The
exception to this is

Barovksy’s appointment
to the Planning
Commission, which had
been Sibert.

City law allows any
commissioner to be
fired at any time by a
council member with-
out explanation.

The most anticipated
appointments are for
the Planning
Commission, which
finalizes most permit
approvals unless they
are appealed to the City
Council or California
Coastal Commission. No
council member has
said who will be
appointed. There has
been speculation that
Wagner will appoint for-
mer City Council candi-
date John Mazza, who
regularly attends most
Planning Commission
and City Council meet-
ings in opposition to
proposed projects.
Wagner is out of town
this week and could not
be reached for com-
ment. Mazza declined
comment.

The council on
Monday will also vote on
a request for a consult-
ant to draft an environ-
mental impact report
for a proposed plan to
develop the 24-acre
vacant property just
west of Bluffs Park,
known as the Crummer
property. The proposal
is for five homes and the
donation of land to the
city for a possible ball
field. 

By Tommy Garrett

The Silver Lake Reservoir. Photo courtesy of laist.com.

DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT LEAVES AS CRISIS BROADENS
Malibu—Tim Walker,
the school district’s
deputy superintendent
whose handling of the
special education
department drew fierce
criticism from Santa
Monicans and great
praise from Malibu resi-
dents, resigned last
week. The announce-
ment of his departure
was called a tragedy by
many Malibu parents
and special education
teachers from both
cities. Santa Monica city
officials and special edu-
cation parents applaud-
ed the news.
Former Superintendent
John Deasy brought
Walker to the district in
2005 as an assistant
superintendent of spe-

cial education. He later
served as interim super-
intendent and, after the
hiring of Dianne
Talarico as superinten-
dent, he was named
deputy superintendent.
He has still played a role
as the head of special
education in the dis-
trict.

During its meeting at
Malibu City Hall last
Thursday, the Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified
School District Board of
Education approved
what the district called
in a press release on
Friday, “a mutually
agreed upon settle-
ment” between the dis-
trict and Walker.
Although Walker sub-
mitted a letter of resig-

nation effective June 30.
Since he has accumulat-
ed enough vacation
time, Walker will not be
returning to work. Many
Malibu parents com-
plained that Walker was
forced out. The settle-
ment agreement, which
gives Walker $193,000
to cover the remaining
13 months on his con-
tract, was approved by
the board on a 6-0 vote.
Malibu resident Kathy
Wisnicki abstained.

The district has been
under pressure from
Santa Monica city offi-
cials and parents to
make changes in its spe-
cial education program,
with claims being made
of harassment and
intimidation from

SMMUSD officials
toward special educa-
tion parents. Board
president Oscar de la
Torre said this week
those changes could not
be made with Walker in
the administration. An
example he gave of this
is that last year when
the district placed a
moratorium on confi-
dentiality clauses in
agreements with special
education parents, 28
were still made.

Walker could not be
reached for comment.
He did not attend last
week’s board meeting. A
high-level district
employee said Walker
was told by district offi-
cials not to come.

By Tommy Garett

CSI STAR CHARGED WITH FELONY POSSESSION
By Tommy Garrett

LOS ANGELES—Actor
Gary Dourdan, a cast
member on the television
series “CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation,” was
charged with felony pos-
session of heroin,
cocaine, and ecstasy in
the wake of his recent
arrest in Palm Springs,
prosecutors said on
Wednesday.

Dourdan was found
asleep in his car around
5:20 a.m. April 27. The
vehicle was parked on the
wrong side of Sunny
Dunes Road near Gene
Autry Trail, police said.

Dourdan, 41, who lives

in Venice, is scheduled to
appear at the Larson
Justice Center in Indio on
May 28. The criminal
complaint, which was
first obtained by the
entertainment Web site
TMZ.com, is dated
Tuesday.

Dourdan, whose real
last name is Durdin, has
played crime scene inves-
tigator Warrick Brown on
the CBS series since 2000.
But he recently told pro-
ducers that he would only
finish this season out and
did not want to return to
work in the fall. Costars
have been very concerned

over his behavior and are
saddened by this arrest.

Palm Springs police Sgt.
Mitch Spike said the offi-
cer who found Dourdan
described him as “disori-
ented and possibly under
the influence of alcohol
and/or drugs.”

The officer “subsequent-
ly located suspected
cocaine, heroin, ecstasy,
miscellaneous prescrip-
tion drugs and parapher-
nalia while searching in
the suspect’s car,” Spike
said.

Dourdan was booked
and released at about
10:30 a.m. that day after

posting $5,000 bail.
Dourdan told the televi-

sion entertainment pro-
gram “Access Hollywood”
on Saturday that he was
“embarrassed” by the
arrest. He said he was in
town for the Coachella
Valley Music & Arts
Festival.

“The after-party, it ran
me ragged,” Dourdan
said. “But I’m glad pulling
over did prevent a DUI.”

Dourdan also said “the
luggage carrying whatev-
er they found was not
mine” and said he did not
have any drugs in his sys-
tem.

AN EDIBLE REVOLUTION - MEXICAN STYLE
By Ayanna Selvey

BEVERLY HILLS—Real
Mex Restaurants is
introducing a “culinary
journey through
Mexico’s past and
future” through
Sinigual Contemporary
Mexican Cuisine. The
name itself is a fusion of
the two words “sin
igual,” which means
without equal, above the
rest in Spanish. El Torito
Grill, located at 9595
Wilshire Boulevard in
Beverly Hills, will pio-
neer the newest cuisine
concept from the parent
company. 

Real Mex Restaurants
operates 154 restaurants
in California, making it
the largest casual dining
Mexican restaurant
chain in the United
States. It is headquar-
tered in Southern
California and includes
popular and recogniza-
ble restaurants such as
El Torito Grill
Restaurants, El Torito
Restaurants, Chevy’s
Fresh Mex Restaurants,
Acapulco Mexican
Restaurants and the Las
Brisas Restaurant in
Laguna Beach, as well as
others. 

A big component of the
Sinigual cuisine is the
wood-fired mesquite
grill. New entrees of the
cuisine include: Filet
Mignon Enchiladas,
Fire-Roasted Grilled
Shrimp, Mesquite-

Grilled Citrus Salmon,
Succulent Spicy Garlic
Shrimp, Tender Lobster,
Smokey-Sweet Barbeque
Ribs, Avocado Relish,
Homemade Vinaigrette,
Crispy Plantains, Sweet
Corn Cakes, and Citrus-
Chipotle Marinated
Chicken, to name a few. 

Contemporary and
sophisticated, El Torito
Grill is known for com-
bining high quality,
modern dishes with
Mexican classics. The
combination of modern
and traditional dishes is
a concept that Real Mex
believes in and will con-
tinue to build on
throughout the United
States. 

“We are proud to
evolve the legacy of El

Torito Grill, a pioneer in
progressive Mexican cui-
sine. Now, Sinigual takes
all the best El Torito
Grill offers and raises
the bar even higher for a
sophisticated Metro-
Mexican experience,”
said Fred Wolfe, CEO of
Real Mex Restaurants,
owner and operator of
Sinigual Contemporary
Mexican Cuisine. “We
are excited to bring a
refreshed concept to
Beverly Hills and look
forward to enhancing
the experiences of the
local businesses and
neighborhoods.” 

At the Beverly Hills El
Torito Grill location,
designer Margee Drews
was commissioned to
create a warm ambience,

rich in earth tones and
tailored to the chic
client accustomed to
ultra suede and sheer
fabrics, wrought iron
and wood elements, all
highlighting the upscale
casual dining experience
with a Mexican flair.  

Upon arrival, guests
can enjoy complimenta-
ry handmade flour tor-
tillas, fresh salsa quema-
da, salsa roja and signa-
ture honey butter. And
although not at their
fingertips, Sinigual
offers the “Jewels of
Mexico,” an assortment
of colorful liqueurs used
for margaritas and an
array of fine tequilas:
oak-aged, hinted with
spice, and a smooth fin-
ish.

Garlic Shrimp Torta, jumbo shrimp sautéed with tomatoes, pasilla chiles, white
wine and garlic in a soft telera roll.


