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LOHAN TO GUEST ON POPULAR TV SERIES
L O S A N G E L E S —
Lindsay Lohan will be
lending her talents to
new episodes of “Ugly
Betty.” The actress and
paparazzi magnet will
guest on ABC’s hit show
in a number of upcom-
ing episodes. She will
be reportedly playing an
old high school
acquaintance of Betty’s,
who isn’t enjoying the
best luck of her life. 

According to TMZ and
Zap2it, Lohan will
appear in the show’s
season finale, and then
in five new episodes in
the following season.
Lohan, 21, began film-
ing on May 3. She is
rumored to start her
appearances near the
end of this season, and
to continue into the
early episodes of next
season. According to E!
Online, Lohan is set to
appear on “Ugly Betty”
on May 22. Inquiries to
Lohan’s publicists were
not answered.

Lohan is listed as
being involved with

three new major film
productions, according
to imdb. They are all

listed as being in pre-
production: “Ye Olde
Times,” “The Manson

Girls,” and “Dare To
Love Me.” 

By Susie Kopecky
JURY BEGINS DELIBERATIONS IN PELLICANO CASE

By Dianique Ashley

LOS ANGELES—
Pellicano, as well as two
other co-defendants have
been put on trial for a
total of 78 different
counts of illegal wiretap-
ping, identity theft, con-
spiracy, and computer
fraud, just to name a few,
involving investigator’s
elite in Hollywood. 

The co-defendants were

two of Pellicano’s co-
workers, Rayford Earl
Turner and Abner
Nicherie, who were rep-
resented by their defense
attorneys in court on
Thursday. 

Turner, an ex-telephone
worker for Pellicano, has
been accused of identity
theft, computer fraud,
and taking part in a

criminal enterprise. A
client of Pellicano,
Nicherie, is being
charged with only one
count of wiretapping. 

Ending with his 15-
minute closing argu-
ment on Wednesday’s
court day, Pellicano
opted to be his own
lawyer, stating that he is
not guilty in the alleged
scheme to use illegal
wiretapping or to run the
names of Hollywood’s
finest through law
enforcement databases. 

Because Pellicano rep-
resented himself, as
court rulings require, he
spoke in third person.
“There was no criminal
enterprise or conspiracy.
Mr. Pellicano alone is
responsible. That is the
simple truth,” he said
according to media
reports. Pellicano con-
sidered himself as the
“lone ranger” on
trial.Additionally, for the
majority of the trial,
Pellicano failed to
address the evidence, and
only commented on his

career successes. 
Also, a former Los

Angeles Police Sergeant,
Mark Arneson, has been
accused of accepting
bribes of up to $180,000
in order to defame the
names of the famous
through law enforce-
ment databases. Arneson
admitted to receiving the
money through off-duty
security and surveillance
work. 

Another co-defendant
is software designer
Kevin Kachikian. The
designer’s lawyer, Adam
Braun, argued that his
defendant did not realize
that he would be partici-
pating in illegal wiretap-
ping. Rather, he was
tricked into believing
Pellicano’s wiretapping
program (Telesleuth),
would be marketed to
law enforcement agen-
cies. 

Up to seven people
pleaded guilty in the
case, with numerous
charges ranging from
perjury to conspiracy. 

Lindsay Lohan will be appearing on “Ugly Betty.” Photo courtesy of AP.
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AFTRA CONTRACT TALKS UNDERWAY
By Tommy Garrett

LOS ANGELES—The
American Federation of
Television and Radio
Artists has opened
negotiations with
Hollywood producers
on a new contract. 

Talks between the
union and the Alliance
of Motion Picture and
Television Producers
began Wednesday, a day
after the alliance tem-
porarily broke off sepa-
rate bargaining with
the larger Screen
Actors Guild. 

Producers called
SAG’s demands on DVD
sales and online con-
tent “unreasonable.” 

SAG responded in a

statement by saying the
producers’ decision to
end talks after 18 days
was unfortunate. 

However, this is not
the end of things.
Actors like Tom Hanks
and Will Smith have
joined in to ask the
unions to talk it out
and to try to avoid a
strike. The Writers’
strike cost the industry
billions not to mention
the city of Los Angeles.
Almost every business
in this city is related to
the entertainment
industry and a second
strike would be crip-
pling to the city’s econ-
omy. Is another Hollywood strike in the future? Perhaps

not... Photo courtesy of Google images.

The jury is out on what will happen with Anthony
Pellicano, celebrity investigator. Photo courtesy of
Vander Brug/AP.

SPEARS HEARING APPEARS TO GO WELL
By Susie Kopecky

LOS ANGELES—Britney
Spears’s recent court
appearance appears to
have been an overall posi-
tive one. The pop singing
icon’s recent court
appearance appears to
have been successful, by
all available accounts.
Spears and her ex-hus-
band, Kevin Federline,
and a number of others,
were present for a child
custody hearing at Los
Angeles Superior Court
this week. The Tuesday,
May 6 hearing was a
scheduled follow-up in
the legal custody engage-
ment over Spears’s two
young children with ex-
husband Kevin Federline.
According to various
sources, in a statement
put out on Tuesday, and
read by a spokesman for

the LA Superior Court,
Spears’s parents
expressed hope and
encouragement for their
daughter: “We are so
pleased at Britney’s
progress and we are very
appreciative of the court’s
recognition of this
progress.” Progress has
been a popular word
being bandied around to
describe the May 6 court
appearance. Spears has
been granted greater lee-
way in her visitation priv-
ileges, and will be back in
court again in July for a
further follow-up appoint-
ment.

MTV News quoted
Federline’s attorney, Mark
Kaplan, as describing the
modified arrangement
between Spears and her
children as being “obvi-

ously... something more
than it has been.” Kaplan
also told MTV News that
his client, Federline, con-
tinued to hope for
Spears’s continued and
hopefully robust part in
raising their children:
“Kevin’s goal and hope is
that his children will have
the benefit of having two
parents participating
actively in their lives.”

Federline’s spokesman
also expressed hope for
continuing betterment
for the sake of the ex-cou-
ple’s two children: “At the
end of this saga he is hop-
ing and believing that
there will be two children
who are raised in the
company of the two peo-
ple who love them.”

Spears has recently been
in the news for her posi-

tive turnarounds, appear-
ing to enjoy a more active
lifestyle by attending local
gyms. Spears also made a
significant impact on the
small screen, boosting
ratings for her cameo role
in “How I Met Your
Mother.” The brief
appearance reportedly
gave the show the best
ratings it has ever seen.
Spears is set to reprise her
role for another episode of
the show.

Federline and Spears
separated in 2006, and
since January of 2008,
Spears has been in the
news for abnormal behav-
ior caught on tape,
including fake accents,
shaving her head, and
being admitted twice to
medical psychiatric
wards.


