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Why, they all lived in
Laurel Canyon during
the heyday of their
careers!  In fact, they all
lived at the same
address.  Originally built
in 1925, this 10-bed-
room, 8-bathroom,
8,022 square foot man-
sion served as home for
the glitterati of
Hollywood. 

Beatrice Houdini, the
widow of Harry Houdini,
the magician, was said
to have fully renovated
the house during her
stay in the 1920s.  Harry
Houdini’s mansion
[built in 1915] at the
intersection of Laurel
Canyon and Lookout
Mountain is a local land-
mark.  Her renovations
included a widow’s walk
above the main turret.
Her neighbor was Tom
Mix.

Still having trouble
figuring out where this
house is?  It’s just north
of Lookout Mountain on
the west side.  You get
the best view traveling
down Laurel Canyon.

The frontage is covered
with mature trees.
That’s 2451 Laurel
Canyon (often mistak-
enly listed as 2431
Mulholland).  The prop-
erty title includes a
description of Bungalow
Land, which is the first
development in Laurel
Canyon, dating back to
1913. This Spanish
mansion is a sight to
behold.  

Errol Flynn is report-
ed to have taken up res-
idence from 1930
through the 1940s, dur-
ing the height of his
career with Paramount
Studios.  This swash-
buckler had quite a
story.  At 25, Flynn
arrived in Hollywood in
the early 1930’s.  In the
beginning, this
Tasmanian’s career was
desultory, until “Captain
Blood” filmed in 1935,
making him
Hollywood’s golden boy.

It is probable that
Flynn grew to love the
area, and the glamour
associated with it while

he lived at this house on
Laurel Canyon. Flynn
built himself his dream
mansion, dubbed
Mulholland Farm,
which had a price tag of
$125,000. The mansion
was perfectly tailored
for the bachelor life,
perched on a spectacu-
lar mountaintop with a
360 degree view of Los
Angeles and the San
Fernando Valley.

In 1943 he was acquit-
ted on charges of statu-
tory rape of two teens.
The term “in like Flynn”
became slang when the
star lived on Laurel
Canyon.  Apparently
kids sang the ditty:
“Twirl my nightie, tuck
me in/Here comes Mr.
Errol Flynn.”  I could
not have made this up if
I wanted to.

Bugsy Siegel was
another famous name
associated with 2451
Laurel Canyon.  When
Bugsy lived on Laurel
Canyon, times were not
good to him.   He threat-
ened to kill Billy

Wilkerson, forcing him
to give up his interest in
the Flamingo hotel.
Bugsy was a cold-blood-
ed “heavy” sent to
California to control Al
Capone’s transcontinen-
tal race wire service,
which was his betting
service. Bugsy’s luck
turned bad.
Construction costs had
skyrocketed, and Bugsy
grew careless. At a mob
meeting in Havana in
1946, Lansky confirmed
that Bugsy’s girl,
Virginia, had been
depositing thousands in
cash into numbered
Swiss accounts.  In its
few weeks of operation,
the Flamingo reported
losses of up to $300,000.
Bugsy’s charm couldn’t
save him.

And in the ‘60s, along
with other music heroes
living in Laurel Canyon,
Jimi Hendrix became
“one of us.” He became
an icon after his 1967
performance at the
Monterey Pop Festival.
We all remember the
film of him playing mad
guitar at Woodstock.
While it appears that
Jimi did not spend much
time in Los Angeles, he
was closely associated
with other Laurel
Canyon musicians.  He
was a friend of Frank
Zappa and Peter
Townsend. He opened
for the Monkees’s US
tour, and played at the
“Whiskey.”

Look for the mansion
as the setting for
“Californication.”

WHAT DO JIMI, BUGSY AND ERROL HAVE IN COMMON?
By Joann Deutch

There was time in
America when people
were being taxed to death
and forced to pay fees and
raised prices all the time;
hence, the expression
“nickel and dimed to
death” came into being.
Well thanks to the politi-
cians of today, we are
being “nickeled and dimed
to death.”

Every time you  turn
around it is a new bond
measure, a new fee, or a
new tax levied upon us by
politicians and their
appointees who promise a
better life if we would pay
more.

For example, the
M e t r o p o l i t a n
Transportation Authority
(MTA) Board of Directors
wants to levy another half
cent sales tax against
everyone in LA County to
pay for a subway to the sea
(Downtown LA to the
Pacific Ocean.)  I can see
folks in the desert
(Lancaster and Palmdale)
jumping for joy at this
this.

Right now, the MTA or
trendy name, Metro, gets
an half cent’s sales tax.
This accounts for 1.8 bil-
lion of their 3 billion dol-
lar budget. In 1998, a ban
was placed on this money
being used for subway
construction. Even if the
ban were lifted, the money
from this tax is already
allocated, so it is back to
the citizens to extract
another half of a penny.
(By the way, the new
downtown to sea subway
will cost 6.5 billion dollars
of today’s  dollars. No spe-
cific route has been select-

ed, but it is not too early
to nickel and dime us to
death.)

Then there is the Mayor
of L.A., Antonio
Villaraigosa, who appar-
ently has never met a fee
or new tax that he didn’t
like. He wants to up the
fees for parking, using the
golf courses, getting your
car  out of impound, and
getting your trash picked
up. The mayor says that
the new trash fees will be
used for new LAPD offi-
cers.

The “Los Angeles Times”
reports that the addition
of new officers is creating
problems. Right now, the
expansion is putting the
city $75 million in debt
and will cost $115 next
year. The proposed trash

fee, which will cost a sin-
gle family household from
$17 to $24, is not expected
to cover the buildup. What
next? A tax on breathing?

Finally, there is another
group, the Board of
Trustees for the Los
Angeles Community
College District, who are
placing a 3.5 billion dollar
bond measure on next
November’s ballot. This
new bond would cost tax
payers $20 per 100,000
assessed value of their
property. This bond meas-
ure comes on the heels of
two other bond measures
that the voters approved
for 2.2  billion which
apparently wasn’t enough
to pay for the parking
structures and athletic
fields that the college has

begun and not completed.
The Board says that the

projects were not finished
because the cost of mate-
rials has gone up and their
were delays because the
state would not give final
approval for some of them
without a lengthy review.
Small wonder that the
state was slow in agreeing
to them. For example,
does a commuter college
which has mostly part-
time students need a new
athletic field?

So there we have it, on
top of higher fuel costs,
elevated food prices, and
everything else, we have
our wonderful leaders try-
ing to “nickel and dime us
to death.” The more
things change, the more
they remain they same.

NICKEL AND DIMING US TO DEATH
By Sean McConnor
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“Fair and Balanced” in
the press may be a slo-
gan for a slanted-to-the-
right cable news chan-
nel, while the competi-
tor claims to be the most
respected in news. Too
bad neither of these
cable news outlets takes
those slogans seriously.
In the press those of us
who have positions in
editing and publishing
should be sure to go
through our papers and
make sure that they are
fair and give both sides
to a story. I admit there
are times when someone
is found guilty of horrific
crimes like terrorism,
child molestation and
others, that we don’t
really care about the
excuse. But I recently
received an email from a
wonderful lady in
Walnut, California and
an excerpt from her let-
ter is as follows: “You
march toward unity and
peace, provide entertain-
ment and clear informa-
tion, so many love you
for that, including me.
Count me as one grateful
fan.” I am the one who is
grateful. I take my posi-
tion as editor seriously.
There are times when we
debate running a head-
line that is salacious and
exciting, but thankfully
we choose the side of
fairness. 

I also learned that
there are those in the
media who seek out oth-

ers’ fame and success to
sell papers. That used to
be limited to what we
consider “tabloid jour-
nalism,” but today it’s
typical. It is rampant and
it is on the rise. Now
newspapers have become
caught up in the wave of
cable news on television.
Why must we do this?
We owe our readers and
viewers the truth — that
simply means the story,
without our personal
slants and beliefs. And
that is why there are so
many jaded, interested
youth today. Not that
they don’t hold some
responsibility. Jefferson
always said we should be
well informed. By the
way, that’s Thomas
Jefferson. But turning

the public off is our
responsibility as journal-
ists. With politicians
lying and shaving off
truth to fit what the pub-
lic wants and needs to
hear, parents allowing
kids to rule the home
instead of forcing them
to respect the elders in
the house, and now an
epidemic of teachers,
mainly young women,
chasing after young boys
in their classrooms. We
cannot expect our
nation’s youth to be
interested in what we
need to teach them
through the media to
become informed citi-
zens. 

Many have fault in this
and no one is more
mindful of the problems

with our media than I
am. Editorial after edito-
rial, I learn that people
really do want to read
our papers and watch
our television shows, but
feel that the truth is
skewed or even omitted
for the ratings or the
sales figures in the print
media. Not to toot my
own horn, but that is
why I love working for
“Canyon News.” My pub-
lishers will call me up
and tell me to redo the
story because it’s not fair
and you didn’t get both
sides of the story. Thank
you for making me do
my job and not trying to
sell papers by printing
headlines and stories
that are not factual or
which are plainly unfair.

FAIR AND BALANCED IN TODAY’S MEDIA
By Tommy Garrett

“In the press those of us who have positions in editing and publishing should be
sure to go through our papers and make sure that they are fair and give both sides
to a story.” Photo courtesy of aol.com

A view of the famous Laurel Canyon. Photo courtesy of laurelcanyon.org.
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