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What on earth can be writ-
ten about Marilyn Monroe
that has not already been
written, rumored or made
up? Well, plenty of great
new juicy details,
researched by a Marilyn
Monroe fan, Michelle
Morgan. When I first
heard of this book, I sim-
ply rolled my eyes. I had
spent almost a decade rep-
resenting Monroe’s first
husband, Jimmie
Dougherty, who lived in
Maine at the time. Jimmie
was a saint, a wonderful
old man who really felt
like Monroe had been
given a bad name by many
in Hollywood and the
media alike. He wrote his
own book, “To Norma
Jeane With Love, Jimmie,”
by Jim Dougherty, as told
to L.C. VanSavage, and it
was a bestseller and a
warm and comforting
tome about his short mar-
riage to the underage
Norma Jeane. Jimmie
always spoke with love and
admiration for Monroe
and I heard some never
before told stories about
the screen goddess. 

So to my surprise, when
I received the latest
Monroe book, “Marilyn
Monroe: Private and
Undisclosed” by Michelle
Morgan, I had to read it.
Firstly, Michelle Morgan is
the founder and President
of the UK fan club, the
Marilyn Lives Society,
established in 1991. The

book was published by the
distinguished publishing
house Carroll and Graf. So
I was interested in reading
this voluminous book,
filled with never before
seen photographs of
Monroe in various stages
of her life and career and
figured that I’d at least
have to give it a read. How
happy I am that I did. 

Many of the more than
150 photographs in this
new illustrated biography
of Monroe have never
been published before.
Some of the little known
images show a different
side of the icon - Monroe
doing everyday things,
laughing, in conversation,
in her unguarded
moments. Being a star,
every moment is scripted
and planned, but Monroe
is captured in some of the
moments in which she
never expected to be pho-
tographed.

Michelle Morgan was
able to interview almost
everyone who knew
Marilyn - in addition to
her Hollywood and New
York colleagues - many
family members and
friends. Drawing on over
50 different interviews,
many who were never
willing to go on record
before, and many from
Monroe’s orphaned child-
hood and early years, the
details paint a whole dif-
ferent portrait of the
woman who will forever

be called Hollywood’s
hottest and most well
known sex goddess. A
name she may have
worked to achieve, but one
her studio, 20th Century
Fox, perpetrated to make
her bankable in an era
where actresses were no
longer as glamorous as
the era before. 

This meticulously
researched biography
brings new insight into
the life of one of
Hollywood’s most beloved
and unforgettable stars.
Michelle Morgan’s easy yet
enticing writing style
brings forth a plethora of
new details, broadening
my once small interest in
the sex icon. The read
made my interest in the
star unending and gave
me a fascination with the
star I never believed possi-
ble. 

I had always thought of
Monroe as one of the most
uninteresting and untal-
ented stars of her era, but
now I have a whole new
respect for the star and
what she was able to do
with her career while sad-
dled with demons that
most of us can never
imagine being burdened
with. But Morgan, being
one of Monroe’s biggest
fans, is not only interested
in the star but brings forth
such a monumental pic-
ture of the star we really
never knew and makes the
reader want to know

more. That goal is met by
her never boring details of
the star and yes, details
never seen or read before. 

A must read for any
Hollywood historian and
also for any Marilyn
Monroe fan of any and all
ages. 

Miss Morgan is now
working on a wonderful
new biography on one of
the forgotten stars of the
‘30s, Carole Lombard.
Asked about this, Morgan
says, “I have a few irons in
the fire at the moment, as
they say. I am currently
researching a biography of
film star Carole Lombard,
who tragically died in a
plane crash in 1942. There
hasn’t been a thorough
and full biography written
about her in quite some
time, so I would very
much like to fill that gap. I
am currently looking for
anyone who may have any
memories of Carole, along
with photos, articles, let-
ters or even second-hand
memories passed down
through the years. If any-
one can help me in this
regard I’d love to hear
from them:
michelle@michellemorga
n.co.uk They can also visit
my website at michelle-
morgan.co.uk Along with
that I am also looking to
have my book turned into
a film, so if there are any
film producers out there,
I’d love to hear from
them!” And says in regards
to why she chose to write
about Marilyn Monroe,
“I’ve been a fan since I was
15 years old - way back in
1985. I discovered Marilyn
while I was on holiday
with my family and picked
up a book about her as a
holiday read. I was very
lucky as the book I read
was ‘Norma Jean’ by Fred
Laurence Guiles, which is
a classic Marilyn biogra-
phy. During that holiday I
bought several postcards
and posters, and my fasci-
nation really took off.
From then on, I spent all
my pocket and babysitting
money on books, videos
and pictures. Learning
about Marilyn became a
passion that has never
ceased for me.” Lucky for
us she’s such a fan of every
star she writes about.

MARILYN MONROE: PRIVATE AND UNDISCLOSED
By Tommy Garrett

This Mother’s Day is the
time to indulge your
mom by firing up the
stovetop. There is noth-
ing like waking up to the
intoxicating smell of
eggs, sizzling bacon, and
pancakes. The sound of
the clinking of glasses
being filled with fresh-
squeezed orange juice is
enough to make your
mom feel special. If you
really want to hit a home
run, place a vase filled
with her favorite flowers
on the table. Another idea
to honor your mom this
year is to make a dona-
tion to a children’s shel-
ter in her name. If she has
passed on, volunteer for a
cause she was deeply pas-
sionate about. Whatever
is on the agenda for the
day, whether you honor
your mom with a simple
card or a gift, remember
to take the time to tell
her how much you appre-
ciate her and how she has
motivated you and shaped
you into the person you
are today. No matter what
you decide to do, the
reigning queen on May 11
is Mom.

It was just a couple of

weeks ago, that
Stargazing wrote in the
column “Star Watch”
about Miley Cyrus. Just
for the record, the photo
shoot, I believe, took
place two months ago,
featuring world-
renowned photographer
Annie Leibovitz. As a
mother, I’m against the
sexual exploitation of
underage girls. However,
we may recall the tween
queen happily posed for
pictures on the red carpet
last month in a halter
gown that exposed more
of her back than the now
infamous “Vanity Fair”
pictures in the June issue
of the magazine. While
some cynics say that the
photos were likely a cal-
culated move to expand
Cyrus’s audience, I must
agree with Jamie Lee
Curtis when she wrote on
the Huffington Post blog:
“When these young peo-
ple get all dressed up for
award show red-carpet
events don’t we all com-
ment how beautiful, stun-
ning and grown-up they
look in their strap-
less/backless dresses and
heels and tousled hair?

None of this is new. None
of this should be news.
But it is news because it
is a business. It is all
Business. It is called
Show Business. Show
Abyss-ness! I call it Show-
OFF Business.”

Celeb Rule No.22: How
to Stop the Paparazzi: Say
you’re planning an A-list
wedding extravaganza,
and you want to make
sure those annoying pho-
tographers don’t ruin the
mood. What do you do? If
you’re Mariah Carey and
actor Nick Cannon, you
keep your mouth shut
and tie the knot at home
in the Caribbean island of
Eleuthera. According to
several published reports,
Carey, 38, married
Cannon, 27, on April 30
at her home, the
Associated Press says.
Mariah, who was seen at
the Tribeca Film Festival
premiere of her movie,
“Tennessee,” sporting a
huge diamond ring with
Cannon at her side fueled
speculation that the cou-
ple were engaged, reports
the AP. Cannon, who is 11
years her junior, recorded
a rap album, but he is

best known for his role in
the movie “Drumline.”
He also portrays her lover
in her new video “Bye
Bye.” This would be the
second marriage for
Carey and Cannon’s first
marriage. Mariah was
once married to music-
mogul Tommy Mottola in
an extravagant wedding
in 1993, and divorced five
years later.

Patrick Dempsey is the
guy you and your mom
drool over every week on
“Grey’s Anatomy.” In the
new big-screen comedy
“Made of Honor,” Dr.
McDreamy trades in his
scrubs for a pretty white
dress. It’s really hard to
believe that the main
character Hannah
(Michele Monaghan) gets
engaged to another guy
and makes Tom her maid
of honor. If you love
Patrick Dempsey, then
you must-see this movie.

Rose’s Scoop: Britney
Spears pushed the CBS
ratings so high, that she’s
back for May sweeps on
“How I Met Your Mother.”
The episode titled
“Everything Must Go,” is
set to air on May 12.

GOSSIP DU JOUR!
By Rose Quintiliano

It’s impossible to write
about George Raft any-
more without mentioning
his biographer Stone
Wallace. Wallace has writ-
ten over a dozen novels
and nonfiction work over
his distinguished career.
But recently when Bear
Manor, one of the nation’s
publishers, sent me a
biography on the leg-
endary George Raft, I
found myself intrigued
and excited. The foreword
was by one of the best film
noir authors of all time,
Mr. Alan K. Rode. Stone
Wallace lives in Winnipeg,
Canada with his beautiful
wife, and the writer is
busy completing another
book for Bear Manor
Publishing, this one
called “A Fuller Life:
Hollywood, Ed Wood &
Me,” which he is coau-
thoring with the actress
Dolores Fuller. It’s sure to
be a page turner.

Stone Wallace is a
writer’s writer. He has a
brilliant power with words
and every reader will be
able to follow the incredi-
ble story he weaves of the
life and career of a great
actor, who should have
become an even bigger
star. The fact that he was
such a huge fan of the
multi-talented Hollywood
heavy on the screen,
George Raft, adds enor-
mous depth to his writ-
ing. Raft’s decision to let a
role go to another actor,
lesser known at the time,
was the reason that we all
know who Humphrey
Bogart is today.

Best known as a WB
heavy on screen, Raft did
many movies with the

great James Cagney. Raft’s
list of films includes, but
is not limited to:
“Scarface,” “Each Dawn I
Die,” “Invisible Stripes,”
“Rogue Cop,” and “Some
Like It Hot.” However,
when not playing heavies
and gangsters, which he
preferred not to do, he
also made a name for
himself in some of our
great classics such as
“Night After Night,”
“Bolero,” “Souls at Sea,”
“Spawn of the North,”
“They Drive by Night” and
“Manpower.” 

Whenever I read a biog-
raphy on a forgotten star,
I want to feel like I didn’t
waste my time caring
about the featured star.
This book will not disap-
point anyone. For those
who are young and maybe

have not even heard of
Raft, you need to read this
wonderful tome, as it will
make you want to go out
and rent all of his films.
Oh, guess I’ve just dated
myself; today the young
people would go online to
Netflix and rent the films.
Do so! Raft was a very
charismatic and strong
presence on the big
screen. But this author,
Stone Wallace, is equally
as strong and charismatic
in his writing of this leg-
end. 

Raft had one of those
faces that were tailor
made for a leading man at
Warner Bros. Bette Davis
often said they worked
very hard at the Warner’s
lot and she was right. No
one wad more hard work-
ing than George Raft,

working starting in the
late 1920s and continuing
through the ‘40s and ‘50s.
The twice married New
York native was raised in
the tough streets but also
became infamous for
befriending real life heav-
ies like “Bugsy” Siegel.
Raft didn’t seem to mind
what was being said or
written about him and
had a few incidents where
he got a bit heavy handed
and tough with some who
either disagreed with him
or in his mind disrespect-
ed him.

But it’s with great
respect that one of the
world’s leading authori-
ties writes about the man
who made Humphrey
Bogart a star. And it’s with
great respect that I sug-
gest everyone read this
wonderful new book,
“George Raft: The Man
Who Would Be Bogart.”
Stone, Georgie would be
proud of you; I surely am.
This book is a two thumbs
up read, a Five Plus star
biography and Bear
Manor did an excellent job
putting it all together,
with some of the most
incredible scene stills and
candid shots of the great
Raft with legendary
actresses like Betty
Grable, Carole Lombard,
Gloria Swanson and even
an incredible shot of one
of my favorite actresses
Ava Gardner with Raft. I
read this book twice over
a weekend, not because it
was empty or filled with
filler, but because it was
interesting, enlightening
and entertaining. Just
what a great summer
book should be!

STONE WALLACE’S RAFT
By Tommy Garrett

Lorna Luft is the daugh-
ter of Judy Garland and
producer Sidney Luft,
and the half-sister of Liza
Minnelli. Lorna Luft was
born in Santa Monica,
California in the early
‘50s. According to her
autobiography, “Me and
My Shadows,” which she
wrote in 1998, she and
her younger brother Joey
Luft lived an idyllic child-
hood in Bel Air, oblivious
to any problems that may
have arisen regarding her
mother’s ongoing drug
addiction and her par-
ents’ marriage. By the
time she was 12, however,
her parents were
divorced, and she was
forced to face her moth-
er’s serious drug problem
as an adult. Lorna
became her mother’s
caregiver and, since her
mother’s death, has
become an inspiration to
many Hollywood chil-
dren of fame by the way
she’s lived her life.

Lorna Luft’s acclaimed
career has encompassed
virtually every arena of
entertainment. A cele-
brated live performer,
stage, film and television
actress, bestselling
author, recording artist
and Emmy nominated
producer - she continues

to triumph in every medi-
um, with critics labeling
her one of the most
vibrant, versatile and
exciting artists on stage
today.

Recently, Lorna has
taken her cabaret act
around the world. Last
weekend, one of my best
friends in Melbourne,
Australia, David Miller,
called me with such
excitement in his voice.
“I met her, Tommy! I met
Lorna Luft.” David, a true
Hollywood fan and gold-
en era fanatic, was beside
himself with joy. Lorna

continues to remind
many of her late mother
Judy’s fans with her stage
performances. I have
gone on the record many
times by saying that Judy
Garland had the absolute
richest and most beauti-
ful voice of any actress in
Hollywood. But Lorna
doesn’t lack talent either. 

David Miller added,
“She was terrific. The
performance was a knock
out. We were in the front
row and it was a cabaret
style intimate night. She
was very gracious and the
audience gave her a

standing ovation.” Lorna
is quite used to standing
ovations. This is a lady of
great talent and charm
much like her parents. 

I’ve known Lorna for
years and she knows that
I would never say these
things about her talent if
they were not true.
Lorna, you are wowing
the crowds and making
all of us who knew your
mother proud. To find
out where Lorna will be
performing next, check
her official website for
details: lornaluft.com/

SONGS HER MOTHER TAUGHT HER: LORNA LUFT
By Tommy Garrett
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