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While its 2009 update is
less than the overhaul
expected by Acura
Enthusiasts, the Acura
TSX remains a value
king in the realm of
entry-level luxury
sports sedans. While
most of its competitors
flirt dangerously close
to the 40 grand price
line, when modestly
equipped, a fully loaded
TSX can be had for just
over 32K. In fact, aside
from having to choose
between a manual and
automatic transmission,
a potential buyer will
only have one option

package (there are no
stand-alone options) to
check off on the list of
available add-ons in
order to hit the price
ceiling. Fortunately,
unlike many value-ori-
ented car companies,
Acura offers loads of
standard accoutrements
without watering down
its entry-level sedan’s
p e r f o r m a n c e  
characteristics with 
budget-bin mechanical 
c o m p o n e n t s .  

Under the hood
resides the same 2.4
liter, DOHC i-VTEC, 16-
valve in-line-four that

powered its predecessor.
Some fine-tuning has
given it better low-end
and mid-range torque
(172 lbs-ft @ 4,300 rpm
vs. last year’s 164 lbs-ft
@ 4,500 rpm) at the
expense of some high-
end horsepower (201 hp
@ 7,000 rpm vs. last
year’s 205 hp @ 7,000
rpm). This torque/horse
power trade-off along
with an increase in mass
seems to be indicative of
the new car’s matura-
tion. What was once a
boy racer dressed awk-
wardly in a business suit
has become a legitimate

junior executive with a
more focused mission
statement: to provide
the luxuries of a corner
office with a view but
retain the rev-happy
aural excitement to
keep the driver feeling
young. 

The way this mission
statement translates to
the road is entirely
dependent on the road.
Around town the TSX’s
steering can be a bit
light and suffer from a
vague on-center feel.
Noise isolation has
never been, nor is it in
this case, an Acura

strong point either.
Where the TSX shines is
in the fast paced envi-
ronment of the express-
way. At higher speeds,
the steering’s electric
power assist backs off
just enough to become
transparent. And thanks
to a lightning quick
13.4:1 steering ratio,
road feel in a TSX is
amplified in high-speed
turns over slightly
uneven freeway slabs
when compared to an
Audi A4 with a 16.1:1
steering ratio. Stomp
down on the throttle

and you’ll be thankful
for the lack of sound
dampening material.
The howl from the
Honda engineered four-
cylinder power plant
will make you feel like a
fast and furious street
racer. 

As for the corner office
part of the equation,
Acura makes good on its
goal. The instrument
cluster has been given a
classy indicator needle
treatment a la Mercedes
Benz. Our tester came
with the optional
Technology Package

which upgrades the
already advanced Ipod-
friendly audio system to
a 10-speaker system
designed with the help
of Grammy winner
Elliot Scheiner. This
415-watt sound studio
is also capable of han-
dling the DVD audio
format and its surround
sound benefits.
Currently, no other cars
in the TSX’s class offer
DVD audio compatibili-
ty. 

In summary, the 2009
Acura TSX is a refresh-
ing alternative to entry-

level German luxury
sedans like the dated
Audi A4. While it does
appear to be growing
out of its hot-blooded
racer role, there is still
enough playful person-
ality in its chassis and
under the hood to
loosen your tie after a
hard day at the office.
Acura’s reputation for
reliability combined
with a ready-to-rev nat-
urally aspirated four-
cylinder heart makes
the TSX a responsible
cure for a mid-life cri-
sis.

2009 ACURA TSX: THE RESPONSIBLE CURE FOR A MID-LIFE CRISIS
By Kyle Quesnoy
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Los Angeles native
Anthony Kim became
the youngest winner
in six years on the PGA
Tour by romping to a
five-shot victory over
Ben Curtis at Quail
Hollow Golf Club last
Sunday.

Kim, who ruffled a
few feathers on Tour
last year as a 21-year-
old rookie, plays with
a confidence and
swagger not often dis-
played by golfers of the
same age.  But this
guy is no ‘one-hit
wonder’ in case you
are wondering.  Most
young professional
golfers seeking their
maiden victory play
their final round too
conservative, leading
to tentative swings
and ‘wishing’ the ball
into the hole with the
putter. This was not
the case with Kim,
who fired a final round

69 that included a
birdie at the first hole
en route to a front-
nine 32.  

The decision to
attack on Sunday was
a testament to Kim’s
ability and—just as
importantly—how he
feels about it.  And
why wouldn’t he be
confident about his
ability?  Anyone who
saw him run away with
the Wachovia saw
what a tremendous
swing he possesses,
but just as good was
his short game.  Kim
shot 66 on Saturday
and in doing so had 11
one-putts and chipped
in once.    

I’m not one to throw
around compliments,
especially to young
“next greatest thing”
athletes, but I truly
believe he has a legiti-
mate shot to take
down Tiger on a

Sunday afternoon.
Kim possesses the
swing, short game and
flair for the dramatic
(or love of the big
stage) to compete in
Tiger’s Den (Sunday
final pairing). 

Don’t be surprised if
this kid wins again on
Tour real soon. 

Things I can’t get
out of my head… 

- Did you see the
Jazz got 25 offensive
rebounds in game
one?  I have never had
a stat cause me to say
“What?!” more often
than this one. 

- I know Joe Torre
loves veteran ballplay-
ers but is there really a
need for Nomar
Garciaparra to return
to the 25-man roster? 

- No one can argue
with Kobe Bryant
receiving the NBA’s
MVP award; however,
if Bryant received

votes merely because
he has never won the
award and it was “his
turn” then the award
is devalued greatly.
It’s not a lifetime
achievement award. 

- You could make the
argument that The
Players Championship
is a better tournament
than the Masters
except for, of course,
the course.  The
Masters has a field of
about 90 while 20 or
so of those spots are
taken up by past-
champions well past
their competitive
prime.  The Players
however, has the top
150 players in the
world, a much deeper
and competitive field.

I get the feeling that
no one in the NBA
Playoffs can match up
with the Lakers length
and depth. 

KIM NETS FIRST WIN ON PGA TOUR
By Todd A. Mayes

Will Anthony Kim be golfing himself to another win? Photo courtesy of golf.com

Would you mind taking
the cot to the first floor,
and then grabbing a
dummy and plaster out
of the boot?”

Chances are, you’ll
never be asked such a
question, but if you
were, and the person
asking you was English,
you’d probably screw it
up.  Because, in
England, a cot is a crib,
the first floor’s actually
the ground floor, the
boot they’re talking
about is the car trunk, a
plaster’s a band-aid,
and the dummy is a
pacifier, not you
(although it could be).

You might think it’s
easier to travel through
an English-speaking
foreign land than a
non-English-speaking
one…and, who’m I kid-
ding?  It is!  But that
doesn’t mean there
aren’t still a ton of dif-
ferent words in such
countries that can con-
fuse the heck out of us
Yanks. 

I began compiling a
list of such words after
a friend recently visited
from Australia. He
spent twenty minutes
one night trying to
explain to me what

paw-paw was (it’s
papaya).  He went into a
department store in
Beverly Hills and asked
the saleswoman for
help in finding a
“jumper.”  The sales-
woman asked about
size.  He told her his
size.  She looked per-
plexed.  “Is this for your
wife, or daughter?”
“No, it’s for me,” he
replied.  She thought
he was crazy.  He got
frustrated.  They spent
ten minutes trying to
understand each other,
and turns out, all he
wanted was a sweater--
sweaters are called
jumpers down under.  It
continued like that his
whole stay.

Maddening,
indeed…for him.  But
fun to learn about, for
me--especially the
words that are used in
both countries, but
have different mean-
ings in each.  Whether
you’re headed abroad
soon or not, here’s
some of the most inter-
esting English words
I’ve found that mean
something different in
America than in the
country they’re listed
under below.  Study up!

JUST BECAUSE THEY SPEAK ENGLISH DOESN’T MEAN THEY’RE SPEAKING AMERICAN
By Susan Michelle

FOREIGN 
COUNTRY

AMERICAN
TRANSLATION

AUSTRALIAAUSTRALIA

Bonnet Hood (of car)

Utility Pickup truck

The Net The Web/Online

Rubber Eraser

Paper knife Letter opener

Entrée Appetizer

Jug Pitcher of beer

Conch Nerd

Cactus Dead/Not functioning

Bench Countertop

FOREIGN 
COUNTRY

AMERICAN
TRANSLATION

INDIAINDIA

Cover
Envelope or shopping

bag

To fire 
To be chewed out by a
boss, not actually fired

Repair (as noun) Broken

Propose
To ask someone out,
not to marry them

Pass out To graduate

FOREIGN 
COUNTRY

AMERICAN
TRANSLATION

SINGAPORESINGAPORE

Open a light Turn a light on

Last/Next time    
Sometime in the

past/future

Follow
Accompany/Come along

(not stalk)

FOREIGN 
COUNTRY

AMERICAN
TRANSLATION

SOUTH AFRICASOUTH AFRICA

Robot Traffic light

Hectic    Amazing/No way

FOREIGN 
COUNTRY

AMERICAN
TRANSLATION

JAMAICAJAMAICA

Hat  Hurt

Card To play a joke

Hush Sorry

Key Good friend

Nanny
A Jamaican $500 bill

(=apx. US$7)

Pear Avocado

Salt Bad luck

Work Sex

Who knew there were
so many variations of
our language around
the world?  Clearly, not
I.  Take my column to
India, and I’m told
“Susan Michelle’s

Compass,” translates
as, “Susan Michelle’s
Pencil Box” to some?!  

So much for writing
for the Bangalore
Times.

FOREIGN 
COUNTRY

AMERICAN
TRANSLATION

UKUK

Torch Flashlight

Fag Cigarette

Slip road Ramp

Off-license Liquor store

Caravan Motor home

Chips Fries

Crisps Potato chips

Pavement Sidewalk

Football Soccer

Vest Undershirt

Bob’s your uncle You’re all set


