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may SWEEpS madnESS on “dayS of our LiVES!”
HOLLYWOOD—So we have to
chat about the biggest bomb
that is about to shake Salem to
the core on “Days of Our Lives.”
Nicole is pregnant. Yes, Nicole,
who has struggled for years
with fertility is pregnant and
has no idea who the father of
her child could be. There are
only two people: Eric or EJ.
Gabi was the one who thought
Nicole might have been faking
the incident and soon realized
the seriousness and got Nicole
medical assistance. Kayla
dropped the bomb to Nicole
about her bundle of joy, and it
places Kayla in a tough spot.
Why?
Hello, Kayla is Eric’s aunt. So

she’s keeping a whopper of a se-
cret from her nephew that he
might finally become a dad,
something he’s wanted his en-
tire life. Nicole lied to both Eric
and EJ about her illness be-
cause she wants to know who
could be the father before re-
vealing this bomb. EJ does
know that Nicole slept with
Eric after those drugged bis-
cuits, but I would think he
could easily connect the dots
that she might be pregnant, but
he’s oblivious.
Nicole had to confide to

someone, and that person hap-
pened to be Anna who was
happy for Nicole, but she
begged her confidant to secre-
cy. Yeah, I sense Eric will be the
father, but EJ might pull some
strings to make Nicole think
the baby is his to keep her
tied to him. We know he has
done such a thing in the past
with Sami when she was preg-
nant so, it is not beyond this
DiMera to pull such a stunt.
Speaking of DiMeras, it feels
like Stefan and Gabi are in a
great place, but I feel that will

soon take a turn for the worse
with news that Camilla Banus
will be exiting “Days of Our
Lives” in the coming months.
How will Gabi vacate Salem
and will Stefan be on the re-
ceiving end of tragedy this
time around is unknown.
The walls are starting to

close on Talia who was ques-
tioned by Jada after she learned
from Xander and Chloe that
she was spotted at that dump of
a motel. Jada confronted Collin
who was coy about his con-
nection to Talia. However, Jada
got Talia to spill Collin was an
ex of hers that she was severing
ties from. She didn’t confess
that he’s the one who is work-
ing to take down Chanel and
Paulina, not to mention she is

helping him. After hearing the
name ‘Colin Firth,’ Sloan real-
ized her brother was in town
and confronted him. Yes, she
realized her brother has been
the one threatening Chanel
and Paulina and causing a ton
of havoc in her personal and
professional life.
Sloan warned her brother

to back off or she would be
forced to expose him to the po-
lice. Hmm, this is an interest-
ing development, I would think
Sloan would simply spill the
truth to the Salem PD to clear
her name and put an end to
this mayhem. However, things
took a turn for the worst this
week as Collin decided to con-
front Abe and Paulina and
chaos ensued. Hmm, I’d really

hate to see Sloan suffer anoth-
er family tragedy at the hands
of Chanel and Paulina, but
signs are pointing in a direction
that is quite scary to say the
least.
Kate is being held captive by

Dimitir von Leuschner, who is
the cousin of Carly and Frankie.
Yeah, the character doesn’t
ring a bell for me, and to be
honest I don’t care all that
much either. All we know is
that Kate has been found
thanks to Harris and Chad and
was reunited with Roman at
last people.  Marlena, Kate and
Kayla have all been reunited
with their loved ones people, so
that is the saving grace for all
of this.
Brady is still pining after

Chloe who has obviously
moved on and is getting clos-
er to Xander by the minute.
Yeah, Gwen who, it seems Xan-
der is so over her, but with
rumbles that Sarah might re-
turn to town that will change
a lot because Xander will soon
discover he’s a father, a secret
that Sarah has been hoping to
keep for the rest of her life,
yeah, not in the soap world peo-
ple. I am still waiting to see
when “Days of Our Lives” will
pay tribute to John Aniston
who portrayed the great Victor
Kiriakis.
The actor recently passed

away and has not been seen on
the soap in weeks. I know there
has to be something in the
works, but at some point the
writers will have to address
that Victor is no more and
with Bo Brady being back from
the dead that will be a blow that
will be difficult for him to
grapple with. There is so much
story to unfold with the soap
and I am eager to see more.

By Donald Thompson

Mayhem is starting to erupt on the NBC soap "Days
of Our Lives."

HOLLYWOOD—Taylor Swift
loves her fans. A fan filmed Tay-
lor Swift as she stopped singing
during her hit song “Bad
Blood” to stop a security guard
from ejecting a woman from
her Philadelphia concert. Grade
school teacher Kelly Kelly was
at the show this past weekend,
dancing in the front row seats
with her sister and friends.
She told the “Good Morning
America,” that a security guard,
“Just kept telling me to stop, he
kept telling me to calm down
and not to dance… and I guess
she noticed.”
Swift yelled at him to leave

me alone, and that I wasn’t do-
ing anything wrong.” Kelly
also revealed she received free
tickets to see the show in
Philadelphia again. Taylor sure
loves her Swifties. Back in
2016, Taylor dropped in on the
wedding of Max Singer and
Kenya Smith. She proceeded to
plop down at the piano to per-
form “Blank Space” one of
their favorite songs. Taylor has
a long history of surprising
fans by showing up to their en-
gagement parties, birthdays,
baby showers, and sending
them huge boxes at Christ-
mas. This occasion was extra
special because the groom’s
mother died recently and
“Blank Space” was one of the
songs he and his mother en-
joyed listening to together.
Who says that these singers

don’t have a heart? A Glas-
gow-based singer was left
stunned after rapper Post Mal-
one made a donation towards
his house deposit. Gregor
Hunter Coleman was singing at
Wunderbar in Glasgow when
the award -winning artist came
in following a gig. The pair
spent the evening singing and

chatting before Malone gifted
Mr. Coleman money towards a
deposit which he has been sav-
ing for.
Post Malone was in the city

performing at the Hydro as
part of his Twelve Carat tour.
Coleman was performing his
regular set at the venue when
someone told him Malone was
coming in. As he finished his
set, the singer was invited over
to meet the award-winning
artist, who told him he’d
smashed it. Coleman was sav-
ing for a house, so he wasn’t
drinking. His friends said, “Why
did you turn down a drink
from Post Malone?”
Malone who is known for

songs such as Rockstar and
Sunflower, said he respected
Coleman’s decision and instead
invited him to sing at his con-
cert’s official afterparty. They
began talking and Post Malone
offered to help him out with the
house deposit. Coleman didn’t
reveal how much Malone do-
nated. Malone also offered to

listen to some of Coleman’s
original work. Coleman is now
focused on sending his work on
to Malone.
Back in 2016, Rihanna’s fans

reached out via Instagram DM
to express his fear over coming
to terms with his sexuality.
The singer not only responded,
but continued to check in on
his well-being throughout his
coming out journey, even ex-
tending herself a beautiful mes-
sage of encouragement.
Drake visited a superfan in

Chicago to support her heart
transplant surgery. In 2018,11-
year-old Sofia Sanchez was
awaiting a heart transplant in
a hospital in Chicago when
she begged for Drake to come
and visit her. He showed up,
saying, “You asked me to come,
I’m here.” Aww, so sweet. An-
other celebrity was Ariane
Grande when she reached out
to fans online who she knew
were struggling financially dur-
ing COVID-19 and helped cov-
er their salaries.

Ariana Grande doesn’t like to
discuss her good deeds. She
prefers instead to perform se-
cret acts of kindness, like send-
ing money via Venmo to fans
who posted financial struggles
on social media. But wait, Nic-
ki Minaj paid off college tuition
for some of her straight-A fans.
In 2017, after a few fans
reached out to her telling her
of their financial woes. Nicki re-
sponded by not only offering to
pay part of their tuition, but
also tweeting that she would
help pay off other fans tuition
as long as they had straight As.
The list goes on with many
celebrities, they truly make
their fans feel special.
Rose’s Scoop: The 76th an-

nual Cannes Film Festival will
take place May 16 thru May 27.
Martin Scorsese’s latest film
“Killers of the Flower Moon”
with Leonardo DiCaprio and
Lily Gladstone. Part martial
drama, part epic, part Western,
part gangster.

Post Malone. Photo courtesy of Post Malone Instagram page.

iS thE Eu doing Enough to Combat CLimatE ChangE?
UNITED STATES—As one of
the largest economies and po-
litical entities in the world,
the European Union (EU) plays
a critical role in the global
fight against climate change.
Over the years, the EU has in-
troduced a range of policies and
initiatives aimed at reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, in-
creasing the share of renewable
energy, and promoting energy
efficiency. However, with the
increasing urgency of the cli-
mate crisis, the question aris-
es: Is the EU doing enough to
combat climate change? In this
blog post, we will discuss the
EU’s climate policies, their ef-
fectiveness, and the potential
areas for improvement.
Climate and Energy Policies
The EU has been at the fore-

front of global climate action,
implementing a variety of poli-
cies and targets aimed at re-
ducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions and promoting renewable
energy. The European Green
Deal, announced in 2019, is a
comprehensive plan to make
the EU climate-neutral by 2050,
encompassing a wide range of
initiatives and policies, in-
cluding the European Climate
Law, which legally binds the
2050 climate-neutrality tar-
get. 
One of the EU’s most signif-

icant climate policies is the
Emissions Trading System
(ETS), which puts a cap on the

total amount of greenhouse
gases that can be emitted by
large-scale industries and pow-
er plants, and allows companies
to trade emission allowances.
This market-based approach
incentivizes businesses to re-
duce their emissions, with the
cap gradually decreasing over
time.
Additionally, the EU has set

ambitious targets for renewable
energy and energy efficiency.
For instance, the Renewable
Energy Directive (RED) re-
quires EU countries to achieve
a collective target of 32% re-
newable energy by 2030. This
has led to the growth of the re-
newable energy market in Eu-
rope, with companies increas-
ingly entering into Power Pur-
chase Agreements (PPAs) to
secure renewable energy sup-
ply. The emergence of PPA Eu-
rope platforms has facilitated
the growth of corporate re-

newable energy sourcing, fur-
ther boosting the transition
to clean energy.
Effectiveness of EU Climate

Policies
There is no doubt that the

EU’s climate policies have had
a positive impact on reducing
greenhouse gas emissions and
promoting the adoption of re-
newable energy. Since 1990,
the EU has managed to reduce
its greenhouse gas emissions by
over 24%, while the share of re-
newable energy in the EU’s
energy mix has more than dou-
bled between 2004 and 2019.
However, critics argue that

the EU’s climate policies are
not ambitious enough to ade-
quately address the urgency
of the climate crisis. For ex-
ample, the 2050 climate-neu-
trality target is considered by
some to be too distant, with
calls for more aggressive near-
term targets to drive rapid de-

carbonization efforts. Fur-
thermore, while the ETS has
been successful in reducing
emissions in certain sectors, it
has been less effective in others,
such as transportation and
agriculture, which require sec-
tor-specific policies and meas-
ures.
Potential Areas for Improve-

ment
To enhance the effectiveness

of its climate policies, the EU
must focus on several key areas.
Firstly, strengthening the ETS
by tightening the cap on emis-
sions and raising the carbon
price can incentivize businesses
to reduce their emissions more
quickly. Expanding the scope of
the ETS to include sectors that
are currently not covered, such
as aviation and shipping, could
also help reduce emissions
from these hard-to-
decarbonize industries.
Secondly, the EU should set

more ambitious near-term tar-
gets for renewable energy and
energy efficiency. While the
current 2030 targets are a step
in the right direction, more ag-
gressive targets are necessary to
accelerate the transition to a
clean energy system. This could
include revising the RED to in-
crease the share of renewable
energy required by 2030 and in-
troducing more stringent en-
ergy efficiency standards for
buildings and appliances.

By Staff

Climate change is a serious issue.

thE WritEr’S StrikE impaCtS morE than you knoW
HOLLYWOOD—The current
strike involving the Writer’s
Guild of America is entering its
third week and it looks like
there will be no end in sight
anytime soon. The writers are
asking for a reasonable pay-
check for their work and ad-
dressing concerns involving
AI that has become a major
concern not just in the tech-
nological arena and how it is
impacting, music, TV and soon,
probably the cinematic uni-
verse. Hell, we already know AI
is impacting academia, but I
find it as a form of laziness.
C’mon, why are you using Ar-

tificial Intelligence to craft a
simple letter? Is it that hard
that you don’t want your brain
to work just a little bit? With
that said, so many people think
the writer’s strike will not im-
pact their lives, but you might
want to start to think again
people when it comes to en-
tertainment. There might be
plenty of content that was al-
ready cranked out or finished
before the writer’s strike went
into effect, but that content will
soon be waning. Why? You’re
going to see a delay in script-
ed TV that means comedies
and dramas. It will begin to ef-
fect the production of films, es-
pecially if re-writes are re-
quested; you’re going to see a
lack of content when it comes
to daytime and late night talk

shows that rely on writers for
those monologues and jokes
that are told. Yes, you have
some actual comedians who
can ad-lib content, a vast ma-
jority cannot. Also at the same
time you have those who are
members of the Writer’s Guild
of America, which means
they’re not able to indulge in
writing ANY CONTENT while
the strike is in effect.
As a result you can start to

see more reality TV. Look, I like
reality TV, but I don’t want to
be headed into the fall TV sea-
son and winter TV season with
a ton of reality shows. You can
only take so much of it before
you realize, “Ok, I’ve seen
enough already.” With some big
budget Hollywood flicks pro-
duction has been halted, like
the upcoming rebirth of the

“Blade” franchise. Other flicks
or TV shows impacted by the
strike include season five of
“Stranger Things,” the comedy
sketch series “Saturday Night
Live,” upcoming seasons for
“Yellowjackets,” “The Last of
Us” and “Abbott Elementary” to
name a few.
Writers are more important

than people give us credit for.
I mean we’re not just talking
about TV and film; we’re talk-
ing about journalism or the
news depending on who you
talk to. Music is dictated by
writers because they craft the
songs we jam or relax to, books
(someone has to write them),
theatre/Broadway, all dictated
by writers people. Hell, writers
impact so much the only thing
I can honestly think of when it
comes to entertainment that

writers don’t partake in is
sports, at least when it comes
to playing them. The WGA
strike hasn’t spilled over to
news, books, Broadway or mu-
sic, but if these other guilds,
which are showing unity with
the writers align that could be
dangerous for our entertain-
ment needs.
Do I think writers are over-

looked sometimes when it
comes to pay? Yeah, especially
in the entertainment industry
where these studios, produc-
tion companies and the ac-
tors/actresses make millions
off appearances in certain TV
shows or films. Why can’t the
writers earn or be paid a decent
wage or receive royalties for
their work that gives them a
chance to live a decent life.
When you hear stories about
how much some writers are
struggling to stay afloat after
crafting a hit show that is
damn scary.
This is not saying they have

to live like millionaires, but
c’mon already they should be
able to live comfortable, keep a
roof over their head and pay
their bills without worrying
about when the next check is
coming and if the rent can be
paid people. Writers deserve a
decent wage, so to the studios
due what you need to do and of-
fer them what they deserve.
Time is a ticking.

By LaDale Anderson

The Writer’s Strike is about to have a huge impact
on TV and film.

NEW YORK, NY—Media com-
pany VICE filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy a court on Monday,
May 15 in New York. Their
lenders are likely to take over
the company for $225 million.
They include Fortress Invest-
ment Group and Soros Fund
Management. The purchase
would be covered by its exist-
ing loans to the company.
The lenders have secured a

loan of $20 million in order to
keep the media company run-
ning. If a higher bid is not sub-
mitted, the group that includes
Fortress and Soros will ac-
quire VICE.
The company was founded by

Gavin McInnes, Suroosh Alvi
and Shane Smith in Montreal

in 1994. They initially covered
sub-cultures and music in
print. They expanded to video
in 2006 with an expansion on

the nature of content they cov-
ered.
VICE’S YouTube channel has

16.8 million subscribers. Some

of their most viewed docu-
mentaries include “The Su-
perhuman World of Wim Hof:
The Iceman,” “Fyre: The Great-
est Party That Never Hap-
pened” and “Slutever.”
The company was valued at

$5.7 billion in 2017.
“Vice serves a huge global au-

dience with a unique brand of
news, entertainment and
lifestyle content,” said Bruce
Dixon and Hozefa Lokhand-
wala, co-chief executives of the
company.
VICE won multiple Peabody

awards for news journalism.
Their latest came in 2023 for
the documentary “No Justice
for Women in the Taliban’s
Afghanistan.”

Vice logo courtesy of Vice Twitter page.

CELEbritiES With a hEart!
By Rose Quintiliano

ViCE fiLES for ChaptEr 11 bankruptCy
By Rob Aungier

NEW YORK—A jury found
English singer-songwriter Ed
Sheeran not guilty of copy-
right infringement in a Lower
Manhattan courthouse on
Thursday, May 4. The lawsuit,
filed back in 2017, accused
Sheeran’s Grammy-award win-
ning song “Thinking Out Loud”
of plagiarizing the Marvin Gaye
classic “Let’s Get It On.” 
The lawsuit was originally

brought about by the co-own-
ers of the Ed Townsend Estate:
Structured Asset Sales (SAS)
and family members of
Townsend. Townsend and Gaye
wrote “Let’s Get It On” back in
1973 together. The plaintiffs
claimed that Sheeran’s Think-
ing Out Loud – co-written with
Amy Wadge in 2014 – copied a
chord progression, rhythm and
certain melodies of “Let’s Get
It On” without permission.
Sheeran – represented by

lawyer Ilene S Farkas – main-
tained that the melodies are not
the same and the four chord
progression used is not unique,
but is actually part of “basic
musical building blocks” that
“no one owns” and are used
universally in pop music. 
In his opening statement,

Ben Crump – the plaintiffs
lawyer (and the civil rights
lawyer in the George Floyd
and Breonna Taylor cases) –
played a fan video of Sheeran
performing a “Thinking Out
Loud” and “Let’s Get It On”

mashup at a European concert,
to argue that this was the per-
formers “confession” of pla-
giarism. 
“Most pop songs can fit over

most pop songs … You could
go from Let it Be to No
Woman, No Cry and switch
back,” Sheeran said in defense
of the mashup. “If I had done
what you’re accusing me of
doing, I’d be quite an idiot to
stand on a stage in front of
20,000 people and do that.”
Sheeran testified that he and

Wadge composed their hit song
in a collaborative writing ses-
sion which was inspired by the
love each witnessed between
their grandparents. “It’s dev-
astating to be accused of steal-
ing someone else’s song, when
we put so much work into our
livelihoods,” Sheeran later said. 
The pop musician went as far

as to play an acoustic guitar on
the stand, to display that at the
core of the two songs is a chord
progression that, while similar,
is not “identical.” 
The jurors deliberated for

three hours and concluded
that Sheeran and Wadge com-
posed the song independently. 
While happy about the ver-

dict, Sheeran expressed frus-
tration with the “baseless” tri-
al that had him miss his grand-
mother’s funeral in Ireland:
“We’ve spent the last eight

years talking about two songs
with dramatically different
lyrics, melodies and four
chords, which are also different
and are used by songwriters
every day, all over the world…If
the jury had decided this mat-
ter the other way, we might as
well say goodbye to the creative
freedom of songwriters,” Sheer-

an said. “I am not and will nev-
er allow myself to be a piggy
bank for anyone to shake.”
Music and culture journalist,

Naima Cochrane, expressed
that it would have set a “DIS-
ASTROUS precedent” if it went
the other way. “It [was] a bla-
tant check chase (not even
based on original composition)
that would have opened the
door to asset companies like
[SAS] tracking down copy-
rights just to file suits on hit
songs.”
This is not the first time

Sheeran has been accused of
plagiarism. Back in 2017, he
settled out of court for his
song “Photograph.” Sheeran
reportedly later regretted that
action as he believed it opened
the “floodgates” to future ac-
cusations. In 2022, another
artist sued him over his song
“Shape of You,” but Sheeran
won. 
This is also not the first time

the Townsend estate heirs have
sued artists for copyright. The
estate successfully sued singer
Robin Thicke and producer
Pharrell Williams, citing sim-
ilar pretenses about their
“Blurred Lines” hit and Gaye’s
“Got To Give It Up.” After a five-
year battle, the Townsend heirs
received $5.3 million and 50%
of the song’s royalties moving
forward.
Sheeran’s new album is set to

release Friday, May 5.

Ed Sheeran not liable of plagiarism.

Ed ShEEran not LiabLE of Copyright infringEmEnt
By Lacy Green


