
voluMe  lxxiv  issue  42  hoMe delivery  $20 per month May 21, 2023

Canyon News
Be l  A i r,   Beve r ly  H i l l s ,  B ren twood ,  Ho l lywood  H i l l s ,  Lau re l  Canyon ,  Los  Fe l i z ,  Ma l i bu           Pac i f i c  Pa l i sades,   Me l rose,   San ta  Mon i ca ,   She rman  Oaks,   S tud io  C i ty,   Topanga  Canyon ,  Westwood ,  West  Ho l lywood

WE PUBLISH
LEGAL FILINGS extra

We print the truth....            can you handle it?

DANGEROUS TRIO CAUGHT!
deJean thoMPkins, dontae WilliaMs and daries stanFord arrested For roles in triPle hoMiCide in Beverly Crest

By Lacy Green
BEL AIR—On Friday, May 12, the Los Angeles Police Department
announced that three suspects involved in a triple homicide back
in January 2023, have been identified. Dejean Thompkins, 28,
Dontae Williams, 23 and Daries Stanford, 28 – all residents of
Chicago, Illinois – have all been arrested and are awaiting ex-
tradition back to Los Angeles to face charges.
On January 28, at around 2:30 a.m., LAPD West Los Angeles
officers responded to 911 calls about a shooting in the 2700 block
of Ellison Drive. When officers arrived at the scene, they observed
three victims – later identified as Iyana Hutton, 33, Nenah Davis,
29, and Destiny Sims, 26 – shot dead inside of a car outside of
the residence. Four additional victims were wounded and
transported to local hospitals. 
According to LAPD Robbery Homicide Division Captain,
Johnathan Tippet, Hutton, Davis and Sims were life-long
friends and residents of Chicago. The three victims were visit-
ing Los Angeles in support of a Chicago rapper – whose identi-
ty was not disclosed – and were returning to their vacation rental
after a night of bowling the night the incident occurred.
Thompkins, Williams and Stanford – driving a blue four-door
Tesla – reportedly approached the residence, and in an ambush-
style attack, shot 30 rounds that killed the three victims and shot
four additional victims, who all survived and whose identities
are being withheld. 
Two semi-automatic weapons were believed to have been used
in this incident.
The LAPD’s investigation connected Thompkins to another
homicide investigation that occurred in North Hollywood, on

December 16, 2022. Julian Bynum was shot multiple times on
the sidewalk in front of an apartment complex on the 6800 Block
of Simpson Avenue. LAPD did not disclose if Stanford and/or
Williams were involved in this incident.
In both these cases the suspects used ambush style tactics on
their unsuspecting victims, Tippet said. 
On April 10, Thompkins was arrested in Chicago. On April 26,
Williams reportedly fled and was located in Gary, Indiana, where
he was arrested. On May 10, Stanford was arrested in Manhat-
tan, New York. 
The victims in the two homicides are not reportedly connected.
All suspects and victims – both deceased and surviving – are res-
idents of Chicago. Thompkins, Williams and Stanford are believed
to be gang affiliated and reportedly live within miles from the
neighborhoods in which the victims lived or are from. No fur-
ther details were disclosed. 
LAPD Homicide detectives are unable to disclose the motive
behind both homicides at this time, but believe that Hutton, Davis
and Sims were not the intended targets. Bynum is believed to
have been the suspects intended target.
The Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office, Major Crimes
Section, has filed four counts of murder against Thompkins and
three counts of murder against both Williams and Stanford. All
three suspects are also being charged with six counts of attempted
murder and six counts of assault with a semi-automatic firearm. 
Additionally, the LA District Attorney’s Office approved filing
enhancements against the suspects involved in this case. The in-
vestigation remains ongoing.

At Top (From left) Daries Stanford, Dejean Thompkins and Dontae Williams. At bottom (From left) Iyana
Hutton, Nenah Davis, Destiny Sims and Julian Bynum.

nestor otazu naMed dePuty direCtor oF rent staBilization
BEVERLY HILLS—The city of
Beverly Hills announced on
Tuesday, May 16 that Nestor
Otazu, was selected as the next
Deputy Director of Rent Stabi-
lization beginning Monday,
May 22. Otazu has been an
employee of Beverly Hills for
the past 25 years.
He currently serves as the
City’s Community Preserva-
tion Manager overseeing com-
pliance with various property
maintenance, land use, build-
ing, and health and safety reg-
ulations. As Deputy Director, he
will administer and enforce
the City’s Rent Stabilization Or-
dinance.
“I am very pleased to wel-
come Nestor to this new role,”

said Timothea Tway, Director of
Community Development.
“With almost three decades in
Beverly Hills and his directly
relevant experience working

with both our tenants and
landlords, I’m confident he
will thrive in the position and
enhance this critical division of
the City.”

He started working for the
city of Beverly Hills in 1998 as
a Building Systems Technician
before shifting to Code En-
forcement Officer in 2000. He
was later named manager of
the division in 2008. He has
worked to expand the service
and program operations to sev-
en days a week. Otazu has
managed and administered rent
stabilization codes and tenant
and landlord processes.
In the year 2017, he started
an active role with Beverly
Hills leaders in the implemen-
tation, rollout and develop-
ment of the new Rent Stabi-
lization Program and rent reg-
istry.

By Casey Jacobs
City CounCil votes to add Four lasd Positions

WEST HOLLYWOOD—On
Monday, May 16 the West Hol-
lywood City Council approved
a motion to add four positions
to the city’s budget for Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s De-
partment services. The posi-
tions include one Entertain-
ment Deputy Policing Ser-
geant, two non-sworn Public
Information Officer/Commu-
nity Liaison positions, and one
Sheriff’s Deputy.
The item is posted as part of
the meeting agenda and the
meeting is available for viewing
on the City’s WeHoTV YouTube
channel at
www.youtube.com/wehotv.
In June 2022, the city coun-
cil added 30 unarmed security
ambassadors to conduct foot
patrol in the neighborhood.
The motion includes an op-
tion for the city council to
consider adding another sher-
iff’s deputy following a com-
munity safety update meeting
in December 2022.
“The safety and well-being of
our community is the City of
West Hollywood’s top priority.
We’re seeing that crime is
trending downward in 2023
from 2022 levels. We’re deeply
committed to continuing that
trend and making sure our
city is safe,” said City of West
Hollywood Mayor Sepi Shyne.
“We are continuing to work

proactively with our commu-
nity safety partners. There are
more Block by Block security
ambassadors than ever before
and our Sheriff’s community
policing team is out during
days and our entertainment
policing team is out at night so
that West Hollywood is a safe
place to live, work, and visit
around the clock.”
The Block by Block Security
Ambassadors Hotline provides
access to free, 24/7 support by
phone at (833) WEHO-BBB /

(833) 934-6222 or by phone
and text message at (323) 821-
8604. For additional informa-
tion, visit www.weho.org/bbb.
West Hollywood contracts
with the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department for law
enforcement and the Los An-
geles County Fire Department
for fire protection. For anyone
with public safety concerns,
contact the Sheriff’s Station
24/7 at (310) 855-8850. In an
emergency, always call 911.
For additional information

about Community Safety pro-
grams in West Hollywood, vis-
it www.weho.org/publicsafety.
For additional information
about Neighborhood & Busi-
ness Safety programs in West
Hollywood, visit
www.weho.org/code.
For more details contact
West Hollywood Director of
Community Safety Danny Rivas
at (323) 848-6424 or dri-
vas@weho.org. For people who
are Deaf or hard of hearing call
TTY (323) 848-6496.

By Casey Jacobs and Rob Aungier

Four additional LASD positions were approved to provide services to the city of
West Hollywood.

Nestor Otazu. Photo courtesy of the city of Beverly
Hills.

PoliCe oFFiCer Paul razo Charged With sexual assault
HOLLYWOOD HILLS—The
Los Angeles Police Department
announced on Monday, May
15, that they were made aware
of the criminal case involving
former Police Officer Paul
Razo, 47, who has been charged
with eight counts of lewd acts
with a child on May 5, by the
Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office.
The Los Angeles Police De-
partment’s Internal Affairs Di-
vision initiated an administra-
tive investigation, which is be-
ing conducted simultaneously
with the pending criminal case.
The administrative investiga-
tion will include reviewing his
past work history for similar
behavior.
“Chief Michel Moore is
deeply disturbed by these alle-
gations as they are in direct op-
position to the Department’s
Core Values and expectations of
a Los Angeles Police Officer,”
the LAPD indicated in a state-
ment.
Officer Razo has been em-
ployed by the Los Angeles Po-
lice Department for 24 years

and was last assigned to Hol-
lywood Area as a training co-
ordinator. He separated from
the LAPD in March 2023. He
sexually assaulted four boys at
his Covina home.
“The allegations of sexual
abuse against vulnerable chil-
dren in this case are deeply dis-
turbing and it’s particularly
troubling that the defendant
was a law enforcement officer
at the time,” said District At-
torney Gascón.
Childhood sexual abuse caus-
es immeasurable harm and our

hearts go out to the victims
who were victimized by some-
one they trusted. We will do
everything in our power to en-
sure that they have access to
the support and resources they
need to heal. Sexual abuse of
any kind is a heinous crime and
we will not tolerate it in our
community.”
The defendant is accused of
sexually assaulting two of his
young male relatives. One of
the victims was about 11 or 12
years old when Razo allegedly
began the abuse, while the

other victim was around 13.
The other two victims were
sons of a woman Razo had
been dating and they often re-
portedly spent the night at his
home. One of the boys was 9 or
10 years old when Razo is ac-
cused of sexually assaulting
him, while the victim’s broth-
er was 12 years old.
The alleged crimes occurred
during various times between
2006 and 2017.
The LAPD is cooperating
with the LADA’s Office and the
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department’s investigation re-
lating to Razo’s alleged crimi-
nal conduct.
Anyone with information
about this incident is encour-
aged to contact the Los Ange-
les County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Special Victims Bureau
toll-free tip line at (877) 710-
5273 or at specialvictimsbu-
reau@lasd.org.
To remain anonymous call
Crime Stoppers at (800) 222-
TIPS (8477) or http://
lacrimestoppers.org.

By Staff

A former LAPD has been arrested and charged with
sexual misconduct with children.

Man ConFronted By PoliCe at lady gaga's MaliBu hoMe
MALIBU—On Thursday, May
11, authorities arrived to the
home of singer/actress Lady
Gaga whose real name is Ste-
fani Joanne Angelina Ger-
manotta as a man attempted to
gift flowers to the 37 year-old.
The man only made as it far as
the driveway and attempted
to previously leave gifts for
the “Just Dance” singer.
The man, whose identity has
not been made public was in-
formed by the police that at-
tempting to give gifts to the
singer was not a good idea.
Dutch bodyguard Peter Van
der Veen is part of Gaga’s se-
curity detail. The former po-
liceman previously worked for
Australian rapper Iggy Azalea
and British singer Adele.

Lady Gaga released her first
album “The Fame” in 2008.
The album included hits “Just
Dance,” “Love Game,” “Pa-

parazzi” and “Poker Face.” Her
second album “Born This Way”
was released in 2011. It con-
tained hits “The Edge Of Glo-

ry,” “Judas” and “Born This
Way.”
In 2015, Gaga played Eliza-
beth Johnson in the fifth sea-
son of “American Horror Sto-
ry.” She won a Golden Globe
Award for Best Performance by
an Actress in a Limited Series
or Motion Picture Made for Tel-
evision. She was also featured
in the sixth season of the show.
Gaga had major roles in
films “A Star Is Born” along-
side Bradley Cooper and
“House Of Gucci” starring
Adam Driver and Jared Letto.
She was nominated for an Os-
car for Best Actress for her
work in “A Star is Born.” She
won the Oscar for Best Origi-
nal Song for “Shallow” in 2019.

By Rob Aungier

A man tried to give flowers to Lady Gaga at her
Malibu home.

Free art shoW in Beverly hills
BEVERLY HILLS—On Satur-
day and Sunday, May 20 and
May 21 from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
a free art show will take place
at Beverly Gardens Park locat-
ed at 9439 Santa Monica Blvd.
The art show will consists for
artists from around the coun-
try and includes various for-
mats including sculpture, pho-
tography and painting to name
a few.
There will be activities for
children, food trucks, and com-
munity exhibits at the event.
There will also be a Wine and

Beer Garden.
The event will take place re-
gardless of weather conditions.
Various facets of art will be on
display such as jewelry, glass
and paintings.
A map of the venue is avail-
able using at Detail Map, May
2023 (beverlyhills.org).  
Parking is available at 9455
North Santa Monica Boule-
vard, Beverly Hills, CA 90210,
which is 2 blocks away from the
show. Anyone with questions
about the event can call 310-
285-6830.

By Rob Aungier

Photo courtesy of Steve Johnson via Unsplash.

Joshua Findley arrested For shooting in West hollyWood
WEST HOLLYWOOD—Detec-
tives with the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department
announced the arrest of the
person of interest Joshua Find-
ley on Tuesday, May 9, related
to a shooting on April 7. The
LASD reported the incident
occurred on April 7 at the
7100 block of Santa Monica
Boulevard at an apartment
complex where the victim was
injured.
Findley is currently in the
custody of the LASD for unre-
lated charges including a pa-
role violation and illegal pos-
session of a firearm. There is
no additional information

available at the time.
He currently had two out-
standing warrants for his ar-
rest, unrelated to the shooting.
Anyone with details about
the shooting is asked to con-
tact the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department West Hol-
lywood Station or Detective
D. Martinez at (310) 855-8850.
To remain anonymous con-
tact “Crime Stoppers” by dial-
ing (800) 222-TIPS (8477), use
your smartphone by down-
loading the “P3 Tips” Mobile
APP on Google play or the Ap-
ple App Store or by using the
website http://lacrimestop-
pers.org.

By Donald Roberts

Joshua Findley has been arrested by the LASD. Pho-
to courtesy of the LASD Facebook page.


