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Four susPects Arrested For series oF BurGlAries
PACIFIC PALISADES—On
Wednesday, March 6, the Los
Angeles Police Department dis-
closed that several suspects
were arrested by Northeast de-
tectives in connection to a se-
ries of burglaries.
The LAPD reported on Feb-

ruary 29, detectives tracked
the burglary suspects across
Los Angeles from the San Fer-
nando Valley to West Los An-
geles. Based on the suspects’
actions, detectives realized the
group was preparing to commit
additional burglaries.
Around 1:30 p.m., authorities

observed four suspects prepar-
ing to commit a burglary. With
the help from LAPD’s West Los
Angeles officers, the suspects
were apprehended in the area
of Castellammare Drive and
Sunset Boulevard before they
could execute the burglary.
Three adults were taken into

custody without incident while
still inside their vehicle, and a
juvenile was detained after at-
tempting to flee on foot. He dis-
carded his cell phone and
changed clothing during the
foot pursuit. Officers discovered
burglary tools and other po-
tential evidence inside the ve-
hicle, which will be recovered
following the execution of a
search warrant.
Patricio Lian, 20, has been

booked under the booking
number 6768393 for one felony
count of 459 PC-Burglary, and
one felony count of 3056 PC-
Parole Violation.
Carlos Antonio Gonzalez-

Ravest, 20, was booked under
the booking number 6768381.
He faces charges including an
outstanding felony warrant for
459 PC-Burglary, and an out-
standing felony warrant for
487 PC-Grand Theft, along-
side the initial charge of 182 (A)
PC, Conspiracy to Commit Bur-

glary.
Joaquin Elias Munoz, 19,

was booked under the booking
number 6768375 for the charge
of 182 (A) PC-Conspiracy to
Commit Burglary.
The juvenile, a 17-year-old

male was booked under the
booking number 6768316 for
the charge of 602 WIC/182 PC-
Conspiracy to Commit Bur-
glary.
Anyone with additional de-

tails is asked to contact North-
east Division detectives at 323-

561-3220. During non-busi-
ness hours or on weekends,
calls should be directed to 1-
877-LAPD-24-7 (877-527-
3247). Anyone wanting to re-
main anonymous should call
the LA Regional Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-TIPS (800-
222-8477) or go directly to
www.lacrimestoppers.org. Tip-
sters can visit www.lapdon-
line.org and click on “Anony-
mous Web Tips” under the
“Get Involved-Crime Stoppers”
menu to submit an online tip.

By Trevor Roberts

Several suspects have been arrested for a string of burglaries in Pacific Pal-
isades. Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.

mAliBu city couNcil AdvANces PermANeNt skAte PArk Project

MALIBU—On Tuesday, March
5, the city of Malibu indicated
in a press release that the Mal-
ibu City Council took action
towards a Permanent Skate
Park for its residents. In a 3-2
vote, they approved a settle-
ment agreement with the
neighboring property owner,
who previously threatened lit-
igation, clearing the way for
the project.
The city reported on its web-

site that it is “committed to
providing excellent sports and
recreation facilities and pro-
grams as part of a thriving,
health community, and skating
has always been an important
part of the Malibu culture.”
City Council held a Special

meeting on March 4, 2024, to
continue talks on the matter
from the February 26 regular
meeting. The purpose of the
meeting was to share the pro-
posed settlement offer with
the community and get feed-
back before making a deci-
sion.
Highlights of the proposed

settlement agreement include:

-Allowing the neighboring
property owner to install land-
scaping at its own cost to im-
prove the park and prevent
graffiti along the perimeter
wall of the Skate Park.
-Shifting a portion of the

Skate Park 10 feet further away
from The Case project homes
and lowering one of the above-
ground elements.
-Allowing The Case project

to lease a portion of the area
adjacent to the Temporary
Skate Park lot for parking for

$5,627 per month until con-
struction begins on the Per-
manent Skate Park.
-Assigning responsibility to

The Case project for all costs
related to the changes made to
the Permanent Skate Park and
requiring a deposit of $150,000
with the City to cover any ad-
ditional design and construc-
tion costs.
On November 30, 2023, the

Planning Commission ap-
proved the Coastal Develop-
ment Permit (CDP) for the

Permanent Skate Park, and
the decision was appealed by
the owner of the neighboring
property, where “The Case”
home development project is
under construction.
After filing this appeal, the

owner of the neighboring prop-
erty approached the city of
Malibu, and the city and the
property owner have been ne-
gotiating over a settlement to
avoid a potential lawsuit by the
property owner.
In 2019, the Malibu City

Council directed staff to begin
the design concept for a per-
manent skate park and au-
thorized the installation of a
temporary skate park. The
12,500 square-foot Permanent
Skatepark will be built at Mal-
ibu Bluffs Park, providing a
sports and recreation resource
and safe community gathering
place for youth in the region.
For information on the set-

tlement agreement, and other
details review the staff report:
https://www.malibucity.org/Age
ndaCenter/ViewFile/Item/6565?
fileID=59693.

By Trevor Roberts

Movement is being made on a permanent skate park
in Malibu. Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.

roAd closures iN Weho duriNG lA mArAthoN
WEST HOLLYWOOD—On
March 6, the city of West Hol-
lywood announced the route of
the upcoming Los Angeles
Marathon for Sunday, March 17
which is St. Patrick’s Day. The
streets will be blocked off for
the run from 4 a.m. until 2
p.m.
The route entry will start

on Sunset Boulevard at Haven
Hurst Drive traveling west-
bound. The runners will turn
south on N. San Vicente/Sun-
set Boulevard and then turn
west on Santa Monica Boule-
vard at San Vicente Boulevard.
All runners will travel south on
Doheny Drive, exiting West
Hollywood on Doheny Boule-
vard and Beverly Drive.
Sunset Boulevard, N. Vicente

Boulevard, Santa Monica
Boulevard, and Doheny Drive

will be closed to thru-traffic
during the event.
For more information visit

the L.A. Marathon website or
contact Jesús Heredia who is
the Event Services Coordinator
for West Hollywood.
“Join us for the 39th running

of the Los Angeles Marathon
presented by ASICS on March
17, 2024. Participants will set
out on our course starting at
Dodger Stadium and finishing
on the Avenue of the Stars in
Century City and not only ac-
complish a personal goal but

also support The McCourt
Foundation’s mission to build
a healthier world,” reads the LA
Marathon website.
The McCourt Foundation

was established in 1992 and
notes on its website that it is:
“Striving to cure neurological
diseases while empowering
communities to build a health-
ier world.”
The L.A. Marathon is a 26.2-

mile tour to begin at 7 a.m. and
is scheduled to end at 6 hours
and 30 minutes after the last
person crosses the starting
line.
The Los Angeles Marathon

Weekend starts March 15, and
includes two days of running.
Those interested in the L.A. Big
5K on Saturday, March 16 can
visit the website.

By Sharon Stice

WEHO Road Closures. retAil theFt Blitz oPerAtioNs leAd to multiPle Arrests
LOS ANGELES—On Monday,
March 4, the Los Angeles Police
Department announced that
Central Area Burglary detec-
tives arrested of multiple
shoplifting suspects during two
separate blitz operations that
transpired in Downtown Los
Angeles.
The LAPD reported that re-

tail theft is a major problem in
the region resulting in the dai-
ly loss of thousands of dollars.
Blitz operations are conducted
to address this issue by collab-
orating with impacted retailers
to strategically saturate the
problem areas with personnel
and resources. A total of 14 sus-
pects were arrested.
The blitz operations were

conducted on February 29 at a
retailer located in the 600 block
of South Broadway and on
March 1 at a retailer in the FI-

Gat7th Plaza in the area of
7th Street and Figueroa Street.
The four suspects arrested on

February 29 included: Mario
Moreno, 38, Booking No.
6768175; Kristyanna Banue-
los, 19, Booking No. 676821;
Vaneza Quioro, 35, Booking
No. 6768297; Amalya Sutton,
23,Booking No. 6768305.

Ten suspects, including three
juveniles, were arrested on
March 1 including: Valeria
Vazquez-Zuniga, 25, Booking
No. 6768669; Augustus Evans,
54, Booking No. 6768694;
Quincy Davis, 53, Booking No.
6768685;  Leila Vavalette, 48,
Booking No. 6768717; Edna
Ordonez-Escobar, 53, Booking

No. 6768731; Alondra Leon,
32, Booking No. 6768744; Dar-
ion Moore, 38, Booking No.
6768774.
Under the Los Angeles Coun-

ty Felony / Misdemeanor Bail
Schedule, several of the sus-
pects were eligible for Cite and
Release, and others had pend-
ing warrants.
Anyone with details about

any retail theft incidents are
asked to call the LAPD Central
Burglary Theft Detectives at
213-833-3750. During non-
business hours or on week-
ends, calls should be directed to
1-877-LAPD-24-7 (1-877-527-
3247). Anyone wishing to re-
main anonymous can call the
LA Regional Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-TIPS (800-222-
8477) or go directly to
www.lacrimestoppers.org.

By Trevor Roberts

Photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment.

orGANic WAste recycliNG trAiNiNG ProGrAm mArch 13
MALIBU—The city is inviting
all Malibu community mem-
bers to join the upcoming vir-
tual workshops to learn about
the importance of, and be able
to successfully participate in,
the City’s Organic Waste Recy-
cling Program, on Wednesday,
March 13, at 7 p.m.
The organic Waste Recycling

Program is an important way
Malibu can fulfill its commit-
ment as a community to be
part of the efforts to address cli-
mate change and protect the
environment.
The virtual workshops are

meant to help residents prop-
erly separate their organic
waste and learn about the im-
portance of organics recycling.
March 13, 7:00 PM work-

shop Zoom link

The city of Malibu was award-
ed state grant funds to help im-
plement its Organic Waste Re-
cycling Program. Attendees
will receive a free kitchen
scraps collection caddy (limit
one per household). The 1.9

gallon, dishwasher-safe cad-
dies are easy to fill, carry, emp-
ty, and clean, offering a con-
venient way to collect food
scraps to be recycled. Those
who complete the workshop
can contact Environmental

Programs staff at 310-456-2489
to arrange to pick up their
caddy at Malibu City Hall. In-
dividuals should be prepared to
show identification with a Mal-
ibu address and proof of atten-
dance.
Malibu has created a free

Zero Waste Guide to help res-
idents learn how to sort their
food scraps based on their
hauler’s requirements. The
guide is available on the web-
site.
Each waste hauler serving

Malibu has different require-
ments. Malibu Garbage Dis-
posal District customers can
learn more at
www.CleanLA.com/Organ-
icWaste and other City resi-
dents can learn more at
www.MalibuCity.org/organics.

By Trevor Roberts

Photo courtesy of Jas Min via Unsplash.

Body Builder WArds oFF Would Be roBBers
WEST HOLLYWOOD—On Feb-
ruary 28, at approximately 2
p.m., a West Hollywood dog
walker fought off would be
thieves who attempted to steal
his watch. The victim of the at-
tack was later identified as
Rocco DiStefano, 29, who is a
body builder who owns The Lab
Athletic Club located at 8305
Sunset Blvd in West Holly-
wood.
The incident was captured by

surveillance cameras outside
the gym showing DiStefano
stepping out of the gym in his
gray sweat suit, his Rolex on his
arm, and his small white dog at

the end of a leash.
Three suspects in a black

Cadillac sedan rode up beside

DiStefano, jumped out and
charged at him.  “When I
turned around, it was three

armed men running up on me.
One had a gun,” DiStefano told
KTLA. The armed suspect
threatened the victim, telling
him to “take it off,” pointing to
the watch and give it to him, or
else he’d shoot him.
DiStefano, who is a trainer by

trade has spent some time in
the boxing ring. His techniques
helped him fend off his would-
be robbers, and they all left
empty-handed.
Canyon News reached out

to Rocco DiStefano, also known
as, “Rocco the Chemist,” for a
more information, but did not
hear back before print.

By Sharon Stice

Random bodybuilder. Photo by Charles Gaudreault.

GArvey ANd schiFF AdvANce to NovemBer electioN
CALIFORNIA—Democrat State
Representative Adam Schiff
and former Major League Base-
ball player for the Los Angeles
Dodgers and the San Diego
Padres, Republican Steve Gar-
vey will compete for the U.S.
Senate seat vacated by Dianne
Feinstein on November 5.
According to the Associated

Press, 38 percent of the votes
cast on Super Tuesday have
been counted.
On March 6, at approxi-

mately 1 p.m., reports indi-
cated 54 percent of expected
votes counted with Garvey in
the lead with 1,317,911 votes at
34.6 percent of the vote.
Schiff is currently in sec-

ond place, with 1,173,917 and
30.8 percent of the vote. Votes
Tuesday night showed Schiff in
the lead with 1,247,723 votes,

equivalent to 33.2 percent of
the vote. Garvey earned
1,220,683 votes, winning 32.5
percent of the vote.
Democrats Katie Porter

earned 519,631 (15 percent) of
the vote, and Barbara Lee
earned 276,854 votes (7 per-
cent) of the vote. Republican
Eric Early received 135,396
votes.
Schiff has spoken negatively

against former President Don-
ald J. Trump from Congress
and on the campaign trail. He
led in his fundraising efforts
and secured the endorsement
of the Coalition of Humane
Immigrant Rights. He is an
immigration advocate and pro-
ponent of open border policies
of the Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration, and California agri-
culture.

Garvey shared enthusiasm
with his supporters stating:
“Let’s celebrate.” After taking
the stage. “Welcome to the
California come back,” and
“We haven’t come this far, to
only go this far.” 
According to the Garvey for

Senate website, he strives to
solve homelessness, make the
quality of life better for Cali-
fornians, address crime, public
safety, improve national secu-
rity, water management, agri-
culture, and is a proponent of
immigration reform. He wants
to secure the border and help
immigrants find a better life in
this country legitimately. Gar-
vey supports Ukraine efforts
against Russian aggression,
and supporting, “Our ally, Is-
rael, yesterday, today, and to-
morrow.”

On March 5, California Re-
publican Party Chairwoman
Jessica Millan Patterson re-
leased the following statement.
“As California’s primary elec-

tion results roll in, it’s in-
creasingly clear that Californi-
ans are fed up with the disas-
trous policies championed by
Democrats from the White
House to local office that have
led to sky-high prices, surging
crime, rampant homelessness,
failing schools and more. Re-
publicans are offering com-
monsense solutions to the
many problems that plague
our broken state. Voters are
ready to send a clear message
to radical, far-left Democrats
this November that they’ve had
enough, and it’s time to put
California and our nation on a
pathway to success once again.”

By Sharon Stice

Bike/PedestriAN sAFety oPerAtioNs mArch 7 ANd mArch 8
SANTA MONICA—The city of
Santa Monica announced on its
website that the Santa Monica
Police Department will be con-
ducting 2 bike and pedestrian
safety operations on March 7
and March 8. There will be a fo-
cus on enforcement efforts on
primary collision factors in-
volving motorists, pedestrians
and bicyclists.
The SMPD identifies loca-

tions where pedestrian and
bike collisions are prevalent,
along with the violations that
led to those collisions. Traffic
officers will be on duty pa-
trolling areas where bike and
pedestrian traffic and colli-
sions occur in an effort to low-
er deaths and injuries. Officers
will be looking for violations
committed by drivers, bike rid-
ers and pedestrians alike that
can lead to life changing in-
juries. These violations include
speeding, making illegal turns,
failing to yield or provide right
of way to bicyclists or pedes-
trians, or failing to stop for
signs and signals.
The extra enforcement ef-

forts will take place on Thurs-
day and Friday between the
hours of 6 a.m. and 9 p.m.

“We all have places to be
and not everyone gets there by
car. Bicyclists and pedestrians
have the same rights to the
road but face even more risk
without the protections vehi-
cles have. We should all be
looking out for one another,”
the SMPD stated.
Pedestrians
-Be predictable. Use cross-

walks, when available.
-Take notice of approaching

vehicles and practice due care.
-Do not walk or run into

the path of a vehicle. At 30

mph, a driver needs at least 90
feet to stop.
-Be visible. Make it easy for

drivers to see you – wear light
colors, reflective material and
carry a flashlight, particularly
at dawn, dusk or at night.
-Be extra careful crossing

streets or entering crosswalks
at night when it is harder to
see, or when crossing busier
streets with more lanes and
higher speed limits.
Drivers
-Follow the speed limit and

slow down at intersections. Be

prepared to stop for pedestrians
at marked and unmarked cross-
walks.
-Avoid blocking crosswalks

while waiting to make a right-
hand turn.
-Never drive impaired.
Bicyclists
-Obey traffic laws, use hand

signals, use lights at night
(front white light and rear red
reflector), and wear a helmet.
-Bicyclists must travel in the

same direction of traffic and
have the same requirements as
any slow-moving vehicle.
-Avoid the door zone: do not

ride too closely to parked cars.
-If there’s a bike lane, use it,

unless making a left turn, pass-
ing, or approaching a place
where a right turn is allowed.
-Yield to pedestrians. Bicy-

clists must yield the right-of-
way to pedestrians within
marked crosswalks or within
unmarked crosswalks at inter-
sections.
Funding for this program is

provided by a grant from the
California Office of Traffic Safe-
ty through the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administra-
tion.

By Trevor Roberts

The SMPD will be conducting two Bicycle and
Pedestrian Safety Enforcement Operations on
March 7 and March 8. Photo by Gunnar Madlung via
Unsplash.

Former NBA PlAyer rAshid Byrd seNteNced to PrisoN time
LOS ANGELES—On Friday,
March 1, the Los Angeles Police
Department that former NBA
player Rashid Byrd was sen-
tenced to over 90 years to life
in prison. In 2019, the LAPD
Robbery-Homicide Division’s
Special Assault Section started
investigating Byrd, after a vic-
tim came forward to report
that she had been sexually as-
saulted. During their investi-
gation, detectives learned in
2010, Byrd was convicted of a
sexual assault involving a dif-
ferent victim. Detectives also
discovered in 2005 that he had

been arrested for sexually as-
saulting a young woman in
Washington State.
According to Byrd’s victims,

although he was initially
charming, he subsequently
forced them into a variety of sex
acts.
“He started as a charmer,

playing up his status as an
athlete and pseudo-celebrity,
but that quickly faded into
rapes and violence,” said De-
tective Dara Brown, the lead in-
vestigator on the case.
On September 18, 2020, de-

tectives arrested Byrd for sex-

ual assault. His bail was
$4,150,000, and he has re-
mained in custody since his ar-
rest. Byrd was found guilty,
and on March 1, 2024, he was
sentenced to 90 years to life for
a series of violent sexual as-
saults that occurred in Los
Angeles and Santa Clara Coun-
ties between 2015 and 2020.
“The LAPD is grateful for

the brave women who came
forward to tell their stories,”
Brown said. “While this inves-
tigation has gone on for years,
we are thankful that Byrd is no
longer on the streets.”

Brown added efforts were
made to locate all of Byrd’s vic-
tims and asked that anyone
with information regarding his
crimes contact her at (213)
486-6840 or email rhdti-
pline@lapd.online. During non-
business hours or on week-
ends, calls should be directed to
1-877-LAPD-24-7 (877-527-
3247). Anyone wishing to re-
main anonymous should call
the LA Regional Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-TIPS (800-
222-8477) or go directly to
www.lacrimestoppers.org.

By Trevor Roberts


