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lIly cOllIns weddIng rIng stOlen at west HOllywOOd spa
WEST HOLLYWOOD—British
actress Lily Collins, 34, re-
portedly had her wedding ring
stolen from her after she went
to visit a spa in West Holly-
wood. Collin, who is the daugh-
ter of award winning performer
Phil Collins, put her items in a
secure locker before she went
into the West Hollywood Edi-
tion Luxury Hotel and Spa. Af-
ter her visit she discovered
that not only was her wedding
ring missing but her engage-
ment ring, some electronics
and a few other possessions
were gone. The amount of the
total items lost equates to
about $10,000.

Lily Collins got engaged to
her now husband Charlie Mc-
Dowell in 2020. Her wedding

ring is a one-of-a-kind rose-cut
diamond by jeweler Irene
Neuwirth. 

According to reports there
were not any signs of forced en-
try and a description of the sus-

pects involved have not been
released. 

The West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Department announced that
they are currently investigating
a burglary by an unknown
number of suspects at a hotel
in the 9000 block of Sunset
Boulevard and the victim is a
“well-known celebrity.” It has
not been confirmed if this case
is the same or related.

On Wednesday, May 17, the
City of West Hollywood an-
nounced that they will be hir-
ing more police officers due to
the rise in property crime in
the city. This vote came short-
ly after the city council decid-
ed to cut LASD funding to
help reform the sheriff’s de-
partment.

By Christianne McCormick

Lily Collins.

cOuncIl vOtes tO extend lOcal eMergency On HOMelessness
SANTA MONICA—Santa Mon-
ica City Council members
unanimously voted to extend
the local emergency order on
homelessness to May 31, 2024,
at a regular meeting on May 9.
The Council’s action followed a
comprehensive report pre-
sented by City staff delivering
the results of the 2023 Home-
less Count in January. The
count showed that 926 people
were experiencing homeless-
ness in Santa Monica, a 15
percent increase from the 2022
Homeless Count where 807
individuals were identified as
unhoused.

“There’s an imbalance of re-
sources in the system across
Santa Monica and throughout
the region,” said Santa Monica
City Manager, David White.
“We live in a region that has
failed to maintain and develop
an adequate supply of housing.
Adequate levels of affordable
housing and permanent sup-
portive housing are the most
critical components to home-
lessness prevention and reso-
lution.”

In February of this year, the
Council declared a local emer-
gency on homelessness, and in
March, authorized the city to
move forward with investments
in homelessness prevention
now that resources are avail-
able. According to White, the
new initiatives presented in
the Strategic Plan to Address
Homelessness on Tuesday,

build upon “the police depart-
ment’s homelessness liaison
team, outreach teams staffed
with medical, mental health,
and substance abuse profes-
sionals, eviction protection,
and right to council resources.” 

Santa Monica also has plans
to launch a pilot program fea-
turing a therapeutic transport
van where medical profession-
als will “co-respond to incom-
ing emergency calls related to,
or presumed to involve, non-
combative, medically stable in-
dividuals experiencing a men-
tal health crisis,” according to
a press release posted by the
City on May 11. With the goal
of implementing a 24/7 service,
the City has allocated $464,000
to the program. 

The City’s initiatives were
detailed in four pillars of strat-
egy:

Preventing Homelessness:
Preventing housed Santa Mon-
icans from becoming homeless
and increasing affordable hous-
ing opportunities.

Behavioral Health: Address-
ing the physical and behav-
ioral health needs of vulnerable
residents by providing more ac-
cess to healthcare.

Safe Public Spaces: Contin-
uously enhancing our approach
to maintaining equitable access
to safe, fun, and healthy open
spaces.

Regional Capacity:
Strengthening regional capac-
ity to address homelessness.

“Sitting here and being a
lifelong resident of Santa Mon-
ica, I think it’s safe to say that
this is the most robust plan to
address homelessness in the
history of the city,” said Coun-
cil Member Oscar de la Torre.

“In terms of resources, in terms
of programs, it’s the most we’ve
ever done, and it’s probably
still not going to be enough.” 

A concern of several city
council members was the large
number of homeless individu-
als in Santa Monica are not
from the area. De la Torre said
he spends a lot of time speak-
ing with unhoused people in
Santa Monica, and “98% of
people,” he estimated, are from
out of state. As a result, De la
Torre also said a key focus of
these initiatives should be the
pillar of regional capacity, call-
ing on surrounding regions to
introduce their own initiatives
and share the financial burden
in support of Santa Monica. 

“On the horizon this year are
new developments,” said
O’Shea Stevenson of the Com-
munity Services Department.
“Las Flores with 73 units, 1819
Pico Boulevard with 48 units,
the Laurel with 57 units, and
Little Berkeley with 13 units.” 

In addition, according to
Stevenson, “Parking structure
3 located at 1318 4th Street was
demolished in Fall of 2022 to
make way for a 100% affordable
housing development with at
least 100 units, and the plan-
ning for that continues.”

For progress updates and
more information, visit the
City of Santa Monica’s website
at https://www. santamoni-
ca.gov/topic-explainers/home-
lessness.

By Paige Strickland

Santa Monica City Council approved a motion to ex-
tend the local emergency order on homelessness to
May 31, 2024.

HOllywOOd sHOOtIng suspect verdeges petrOsyan arrested
HOLLYWOOD HILLS—Holly-
wood Area Detectives with the
Los Angeles Police Department
announced they arrested a sus-
pect on May 11 in connection
to a shooting incident. The
LAPD reported on May 6
around 2:25 a.m., patrol offi-
cers responded to a radio call of
an ambulance shooting that oc-
curred in an alley near a local
restaurant located at the 7800
block of West Sunset Boule-
vard.

The suspect, later identified
as, Verdeges Petrosyan, and a
female were engaged in a dis-
pute that turned physical. A
male bystander attempted to
intervene and was shot by the
suspect. Petrosyan and the fe-
male entered a vehicle and fled
the scene. The victim was
transported to a local hospital
by the Los Angeles Fire De-

partment Rescue Ambulance
and is listed in stable condition.

Hollywood Detectives and
LAPD Gang and Narcotics /U.S.
Marshal Apprehension Task
Force investigators were able to
identify Petrosyan utilizing De-
partment resources. On May

11, around 2:30 p.m., he was lo-
cated in the 18400 Block of Va-
lerio Street and taken into cus-
tody without incident.

Petrosyan is a resident of
Reseda and was booked
245(a)(2) PC–Assault with a
Deadly Weapon. He is being

held on $1,150,000.00 bail,
(Booking No. 6602632).

Anyone with details is asked
to contact LAPD Hollywood
Detectives at (213) 972-2968.
During non-business hours,
or on weekends, calls should be
directed to (213) 972-2971 or 1-
877-LAPD-24-7 (877-527-
3247). Anyone wishing to re-
main anonymous should call
the LA Regional Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-TIPS (800-
222-8477) or go directly to
www.lacrimestoppers.org .

Tipsters may visit www.lap-
donline.org, and click on
“Anonymous Web Tips” under
the “Get Involved-Crime Stop-
pers” menu to submit an online
tip. Tipsters may also download
the “P3 Tips” mobile applica-
tion and select the LA Region-
al Crime Stoppers as their lo-
cal program.

By Donald Roberts

The LAPD has arrested a suspect involved in a
shooting that left a man hospitalized.

MalIBu’s next puBlIc art exHIBItIOn June 4
MALIBU—The city of Malibu
Arts Commission is inviting
the public to the free opening
reception of the next public art
exhibition in the Malibu City
Gallery, “Expressions,” by Jane
Seymour, Sunday, June 4, from
12 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Malibu
City Hall.

“Jane Seymour’s wide variety
of works in different media
has been featured in galleries
around the country and over-
seas, and we are proud to host
her work here in Malibu,” said
Mayor Bruce Silverstein. “I ap-
plaud the Malibu Arts Com-
mission for continuing to find
interesting, relevant artists and
subject matter for the City’s art
exhibitions in the Malibu City
Gallery. I hope everyone in
Malibu can come and enjoy
the exhibition.”

The city of Malibu reported

in a news release that the ex-
hibition will be on display from
May 22 to June 30 and is open
Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. – 4
p.m. The public opening re-
ception will feature live music
by “A Call 2Peace,” refresh-
ments will be served, and Sey-

mour will be on hand to discuss
her work. RSVPs are not need-
ed for this free event, or to vis-
it the gallery.

“Expressions” by Jane Sey-
mour displays a variety of wa-
tercolors, colorful, vibrant oil
paintings, and fine art bronze

sculptures. She started painting
over three decades ago.

Since 2000, Seymour exhib-
ited in numerous galleries and
venues nationwide and in Cana-
da and accepted select private
commissions.

She created set designs for
the Houston Ballet and the Ft.
Worth/Dallas Ballet, among
other special projects. She is
also a multiple Emmy and
Golden Globe Award winner
and recipient of the Officer of
the British Empire (OBE) be-
stowed upon her by Queen
Elizabeth II. She has show-
cased her talents on the Broad-
way stage, movies and TV.

For more details about the
exhibition, visit the Malibu
Arts Commission website:
www.Mal ibuArtsCommis-
sion.org/Seymour.

By Staff

The next Public Art Exhibition in Malibu will occur
on June 4 at Malibu City Hall.

wOOdland HIlls tO Open new HOMeless FaMIly sHelter
WOODLAND HILLS—On May
15, Ken Craft, founder of, Hope
the Mission, announced the
opening of, The Woodlands, a
new homeless shelter for fam-
ilies. On their website, Hope the
Mission, invites the public to
sign up to attend the open
house that is to occupy the old
818 hotel across from the
William Howard Taft Charter
School.

“Our mission is to prevent,
reduce and eliminate poverty,
hunger, and homelessness. We
do this by offering immediate
assistance and long-term so-
lutions,” reads a statement
from the Hope for Mission
website.

“You don’t want to miss out
on the chance to see our newest
family shelter – The Wood-
lands. This 100-unit, 400-bed
facility will provide sanctuary to

families experiencing home-
lessness. We are proud of all the
work that has been put into this
facility and the hope it will
provide for thousands. We in-
vite you to our Open House

where you can see for yourself
how we are going to positively
impact our community!”

The Open House will be held
on Saturday, May 27, from 10
a.m. - 7 p.m. All attended are

asked to sign up ahead of time
on the Hope the Mission web-
site.

20157 Ventura Blvd.
Woodland Hills, CA 91346
“As we prepare to officially

open the Woodlands in two
weeks, we need help putting
beds together and unpacking
dressers and nightstands.
Please join us this Saturday,
May 20th, starting at 9 AM to
get the rooms ready for families
experiencing homelessness! We
need to put together 300 beds!
The address is 20157 Ventura
Blvd., Woodland Hills! Come be
part of the solution to ad-
dressing homelessness in our
community,” said Ken Craft
on his Facebook page.

Hope the Mission was for-
merly known as Hope of the
Valley Rescue Mission.

By Sharon Stice

A new family homeless shelter is expected to open
near William Howard Taft Charter School.

Hundreds tO Be FOrced Out OF apartMents due tO renOvatIOns

BRENTWOOD—On Monday,
May 8 residents of the 25
floor Barrington Plaza high
rise apartment building were
given a 120-day notice to
vacate their properties.

“According to the proper-
ty manager Douglas Emmett,
the real estate investment
plans to implement $300
million worth of safety up-
grades to the old buildings
over the next several years
such as a fire sprinkler sys-
tem,” CBS news stated.

The property was built in
1961. New properties re-
quiring mandatory fire safe-
ty sprinklers has been in
place since 1974.

French student Jeremy
Bru, 19, was killed in a fire at
the Barrington Plaza in Jan-
uary 2020. The fire also in-
jured 11 people.

The city said Barrington
Plaza is one of 55 residential
high-rise buildings in Los
Angeles lacking fire sprinkler
systems.

“The timing couldn’t be
worse and I am certainly

sensitive to where we are
with the housing crisis,”
stated Los Angeles Council-
woman Traci Park.

“Yesterday, I got all these
papers and I said Oh my god,
I had no idea that this was
happening” 94 year old
Emma Schmole told CBS

news.
“We were literally plan-

ning to stay there until we
died if need be, given that it
was rent stabilized” Andrew
Rahm stated to ABC7.

Residents will need to va-
cate their properties by Sep-
tember 5. A total of 578 units

were issued letters to leave
their properties. The plaza
contains three high rise
buildings and 712 apart-
ments.

Officials stated tenants can
meet with relocation servic-
es and are eligible for relo-
cation compensation.

By Rob Aungier

The Barrington Plaza West LA.

twO yOutHs arrested In cOnnectIOn tO several lOcal crIMes

SANTA MONICA—According
to a tweet released by Santa
Monica Police Department, two
youths were apprehended by
police Monday, May 15, fol-
lowing their involvement in
an armed robbery and acci-
dental discharge of a firearm.
Subsequent investigations
found the youths to be con-
nected to several other crimes
that occurred in the area, in-
cluding residential and vehicle
burglaries, auto theft, and a
stabbing.

Police initially received a
911 report of an armed robbery
that occurred at the intersec-
tion of 3rd Street and Idaho Av-
enue on Monday, May 15. A de-
livery driver told police that he
was threatened by two sus-

pects, one with a firearm point-
ed at him when the theft took
place. 

While in the area investi-
gating the robbery, approxi-
mately 20 minutes later an-

other 911 call reported shots
fired in the 800 block of 3rd
Street. Police discovered that
both suspects from the armed
robbery were located inside a
residence. One of the suspects

accidentally discharged the
firearm, shooting themself in
the hand. Police apprehended
both of the suspects; the unin-
jured youth was transported to
juvenile hall. The injured youth
was taken to a hospital for
treatment and subsequently
transported to juvenile hall
the next day.

Both suspects have been
charged with armed robbery
and all other additional charges
are pending. The Santa Moni-
ca Police Department urges
anyone with information per-
taining to this incident or per-
sons involved to contact Santa
Monica Police Department
Criminal Investigations dur-
ing business hours at 310-458-
8451.

By Paige Strickland

The young suspects were involved in an armed rob-
bery.

MALIBU—The city of Mal-
ibu announced that the
community is invited to do-
nate blood on Thursday,
June 8 during the Malibu
and American Red Cross
Community Blood Drive.
The event will be held from
10 a.m. thru 4 p.m. at Mal-
ibu City Hall located at
23825 Stuart Ranch Road.
“Giving blood saves lives,

and the Red Cross reminds
us that donated blood is al-
ways needed nationwide and
here in our own communi-
ty,” said Mayor Bruce Sil-
verstein. “I encourage every-
one in Malibu to join this
important effort.”
The city of Malibu report-

ed on its website that
throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, blood donations
and blood supplies fell due
to facility closures, stay-at-

home orders and other im-
pacts. Donated blood is still
needed every day for sur-
geries, emergencies and reg-
ular medical procedures.

Blood supplies are also used
during major emergencies
such as earthquakes, hurri-
canes, shootings or terror-
ist attacks.
The city of Malibu noted

that facemasks are now “in-
dividual preference” in line
with the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Department of Public
Health guidelines.
Participants are asked to

register in advance at
www.RedCrossBlood.org
and enter “CityofMalibu.”
For more details, call 818-
200-3445. Individuals are
asked to bring a photo ID,
and drink plenty of water
and eat well before and after
giving blood.

BlOOd drIve BeIng Held at MalIBu cIty Hall
By Staff

A blood drive will be taking place in the city of Mal-
ibu on June 8.

Fentanyl OverdOses In santa MOnIca lead tO Federal case
SANTA MONICA—Federal and
local law enforcement agencies
filed charges on Tuesday, May
10, against a man accused of
selling counterfeit pills laced
with fentanyl to three teenage
girls in Santa Monica. Two of
the teens who consumed the
counterfeit pills experienced
life-threatening overdoses. 

On May 24, 2023, the three
teenage girls allegedly pur-
chased blue pills, believed to be
ecstasy, online from 22-year-old
Adrian Benavides-Schorgi of
Jefferson Park, Los Angeles.
The following night at 11 p.m.,
officers from the Santa Moni-
ca Police Department re-
sponded to an address in the
2000 block of 20th Street near
Pico Boulevard after receiving
a report of overdoses. Two of
the teens were in critical con-

dition and transported to the
hospital for medical attention.
One teen was still conscious
and alert. 

Authorities arrested Bena-
vides-Schorgi on April 27, 2023,

to be held without bond at a
hearing the next day.

Upon an investigation by law
enforcement, Benavides-Schor-
gi was charged by a federal
grand jury with one count of

distribution of fentanyl result-
ing in serious bodily injury. The
trial for this case is scheduled
to begin June 20, 2023, while
the DEA and SMPD continue
their investigations. Assistant
United States Attorney Jeremy
Beecher of the General Crimes
Section is the prosecutor on
the case. 

This is just one of 12 new fed-
eral cases involving fentanyl an-
nounced by law enforcement
on National Fentanyl Aware-
ness Day this Tuesday. Four of
the cases involve suspects from
cities in Los Angeles County,
including Santa Monica, North
Hollywood, Montebello, and
Torrance.

The case against Benavides-
Schorgi is only one of the 12
that does not involve the death
of at least one victim. 

By Paige Strickland

Three teenage girls in Santa Monica consumed fen-
tanyl-laced blue pills, assumed to be ecstasy, result-
ing in life-threatening overdoses.


